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Take heed therefore unto Four Selves, and to all the Flock, over which the. || 


# 


| Holy Ghoſt hath made Jos Owtrſeers; 10 feed the Church of Gody - \|? 


which He-hath parchaſed with His oun Blood. +15 
THESE are the Words of the Apoſtle Paul. 


* 


THE Perſons, to whom they were immediatly directed, were, as 
e learn from the 17 Verſe, the Elders, that is, the Presbyters, of the 
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THE Occaſion, upon which they were delivered, was this. The 
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The Church of Fpheſas Was us) yet but a tender Plant; her Mi. 
nitters Young, not any of them above three Years & ſtanding in the 
Office. Imagine then, how full of Fear and Solicitude, ſo Affectio. 
nate. a Perſon, as. He. was,. muſt needs be: With. what Regrate- He 


| woy'd think of leaving them, conſidering their oug. Weakneſs, and 
the Dangers, He foreſaw, they wou'd be expoſed to. Bur leave them 


| He muſt. The Motion of the Spirit muſt be obeyed; and the Di. 
vine Conduct followed. Well then; as a kindly Father, about to 
take a long Farewell'of his {mall Family, With great Tenderneſs 
gives them many Advices, and ſets them down many Rules, for the 
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wife and happy Government of themſelves, in the Want of him: 80, 
{ the Apoſtle calls to Him theſe Guides of the Epheſian Church, and 
| delivers this ſpeech to them, whereof the Text is a part; and whicl 
begins at the 18 Verſe, and runs on to the 36. A Speech, than 
' . Which, never any was delivered with a greater Seriouſnels ; never 
(any heard with more Tenderneſs; the whole Audience melting in 
| Tears before Him, as we leara from the 37 Verſe. This was the 


! © A for theDependanceofthe-Text on the Context; The Word Ther 
fore obviouſly conneAsit, in Point of Argument, both with what goa 
ein neh... 
Fire, With what goes before. Ia the preceeding part of his Dil 
courſe, He had minded them, how Diligent, how Earreſt, how Faith 
f;ul He had been in planting and promoting the Goſpel among the 
For His Diligence, He had taught them 47 all Seaſons, and from Hoi 
_ #0 Hoaſe, as well as publickly, Por His Earneſtneſs, He had urge 
them with Tears, And for His Faithfulneſs, He had held back Not hin 
Fon then, but had declared to them the whole Counſel of GOD: 8 
that He cou'd waſh His Hands over every One of their Heads, and aj 
peal to themſelves, if He was not free from their Blood. Thrice happ 
that Miniſter, who, at his Removal from his Flock, whether b 
Death or otherwiſe, can make ſuch, a Valedictory! This now was tl 
[| - Patierg He had fet tbem; and thence, inthe Text, He inſerrs ro 
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coſt Me to gather a Church here; do 


very nent Verſe; ſuggeſts, not fo 
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you therefore tatr heed to To 
* ſelves; and 56 all the Float, that My Labours be not loſt. 
Secondly, It Connects too with what comes after. 


| 


jure lea grievous Wolves enter in among zou, not ſparing the Hock. 
From. this Danger He juſtly inferrs the Neceſſity of Watchings 
the Wolves will aſſault, - do you therefore Tate Herd to . 
o all the Flock. This is the CONNEXIONc, © 0 


— * 


IN the Words themſelves we have theſe three Parts. Firſt, Thb 


Character and Office of thoſe Epheſian Presbyters, and in them, f 


ll Goſpel Miniſters. They are OVERSEERS, and OVERSEERS % 


nyeſted-with that Character, and ſet in that Office, by the Holy Glo, 
2aly, The Duty incumbent upon them, anſwerable to Are 
Office; which is, to feed the Church of GOD, which He hath parchaſed with. 
His oun Blood. And 3407, The neceſfary Mean for the right Diſcharge 
o that Duty, and filling up of that CharaQer; and that is, to take heed 1 

bemſelvues, and to alltheFlock, A Word upon each of theſe. 
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FIRST, As to the Character and Office of Goſpel Miniſters. 
In the Firſt Place, They are OVERSEERS: The Original Word 
which is here uſed, elſewhere in our Tranſlation, - is uſually {| 


endered BISHOPS. Thoſe then, who in the 17 Verſe, are, from 


he Original, called PRESBYTERS; are here, in this Verſe, from tbe 


Iriginal, calbd BISHOPS; and thus the Rhemiſti, very honeſtly render 


be Word. From whence there cannot be a more immediate or natural! 


beduction, than this, that, , Freaching PRESBTTERS are BISHOPS. 


Think then, how unaccountable the Practice of thoſe is, who ſeparate. || 
om the Eſtabliſt?d: Church, on Pretence of her wanting BISHOPS, ||: 


RELATES, weacknowledg,we have not. No wonder, it is an Offioe un · 


ard of intheſcripture: but BISHOPS, *tis evident, we havezeyerypreach- || 
is Eresbyter Being ſuch, by the determination of the A poſtle Pauli not here 
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The Apoſtle, in the 
| much His Fears, as His certain 
Knowledg of the Imminent Danger of that Church, from Enemies 
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DB Earges them to aQt the Prelate, not as being Lords over GOD”s Heritage, 


* Rathers ofthe Church, even ſuch of em as were Prelates themſelves, for 
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* only "FOE every TOTP elle, Whose He has Occaſion to teas of BISHOPS, 

Af Porta ſtance Titus 1.5 70, this Cauſe left Thee in Crete, that thou mighteſt 
F Oraain Elders (Presbyters) in every City: And preſently: in the 2 Ax | 
it follows,” Now's BI. 2205 muſt be Blameliſs. 

The Apoſtle Peter teacheth the ſame Doctrine, equally wich the A po: 
1 e Paul. Thus 1 Ep. Chap. 5. 1. 2. The Elders ( Presbyters dy which ave 

Fo among you I ert -f bet the Hoa f GOD, which is among Ju; TAKEING 

THE ON, ERSIOHT THEREOF, Prom the Original it is, Epiſcopizing, 

or aQing the Biſhops. Plainly, in the Second Verſe, He enjoins them 

F (the Presbyters) to att theBrſbops : But, in the {bird Verſe, He exprelly Dif. 


And, that we may not think, that the Stile of Biſhop, as applycd to 
* Presby ters, is a meer Title of Honour, or empty Name, Without the 
3 Powers agreeable thereto; I add further, that, in all the New Teſta- 
ment, there is not any one Thing, Great or Small; attributed to the 3;. 

b © ſhops, thatisnot alſo attributed to the Presbyrers of the Church, even ta Or. 
i - dination it ſell. 110 4. Tim. 4. 8. IO ng on of the. Hands of the 
13 ; Precb ter). ; | | 
And now, 3 Thave caid all this: ſay: no more, this whas the Ancient 
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nat leaſt the firſt four or five Hundred Years, have ſai d: (till acknowledg: 
ing, that Their Pr elacy, to Their Brethten, was not by Divine Ap- 
poigtment, but by Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution. When I have ſaid all this 
„ Ifay, no more, than what the whole forreign Reformed Churches, with: 
out Exception, do ſay at this Day: And theſe are ſo conſiderable a Body, 
. — they may, without Reflection IJ hope, be laid in the Ballance with 
the Churches of the Epiſcopal Conſtitution in England and Ireland, unleſs 
\Þ tho fond a Fartialiry urn che Scale. Nay, when! have ſaid all this J {ay 
ns more, chan what the Church of England Divines themſelves, for four- 
i fcoreX cats after the Reformation, even their nen profciſcd 
n printed; almoſt univerſally. Ot}; 

I <Asforthoſ&Doarines;thatinOur/Days beg 1 hotly: to be comended 
ii "for; vis. That: Dioceſan /Biſhops.ave nere fang the Conſtitut ion of a Chris 
5 eius Oteb : That, alChunthesthat want them ure iu u State of Schiſni: That, 
Wt - hare! 10 Communion n ee ms 1 * n 
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Let we ought not at all to wonder that People are violent for ſuch #3 
Doctrines: For, whoever duely obſerves humane Nature, will find. that 


Men are always moſt Fierce on that for which there is leaſt to be ſai, 
it being neceſſary to ſupply the Defect of Argument with a flaming Zeal, 


too much Honour that deſcends todiſpute againſt them; yet of all other 


1» E with a due Aſſurance, nor will adhere to it in a Day of Temptation. 


. 6 , — " # — : . | . BY 1 
minated and deſign'd them. This was ſometimes done in the Apoſtolick 


Times, as in Act, 1 3. 2. The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, ſ. eparate me Barnabas and Saul. 
Jed e e eee | ar are me Barnabas and oaul, - 
Lin the Work hereunto I have called ibem: Aud poſſibly rhe ſanie mist 
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Tay; àre not more Monſteous for their Nature, than they are Upflarts | 
for their Age. And, tho? poſſibly they may beentertain?d by ſome upon ; 
Prejudices of Education, or through want of Study and Application; Jet, 
originally they are owing, not to Argument or Convittion, Hut eitlier 5 
to Pique and Reſentment, a Vice which; in the Judgment of the Heathen, 
xis never lodged, but in a mean and little Soul, Or, to a Kindnefs for Popery, 
the Intereſts of which can never be ſo- effectually promoted, as by un- 
churching Proteſtants. And that, the Party in this Nation, Which 
propagates theſe DoQrines, is now carrying on a Plot for the Inttodu- 
Aion of Popery, is too evident to be any longer either denied or diſ- 


He that has the weakeſt Cauſe is ſure to cry loudeſt. Thus, tho? the 
Doctrines of Infallibility and Tranſubſtantiation are Nothing elſe than 
meer Affronts to Humane Underſtanding, and every Man dees them 


Doctriges the Roman Catholicks are moſt fierce for theſe, and wou'd as 
ſoon part with their whole Religion as with thoſe Abſurdities. Bur Tam 
not here to eater upon Controverſie : All my Buſineſs is to explain 
the Words ſo as to bear the Doctrines I am to build on them. I only 
thought it neceſſary to touch upon the Divine Inſtitution of Our Offi, 
becauſe without a firm Perſwafion of this, we neither can Diſcharge it 


'24ly, As Goſpel Miniſters are Overſeers, ſo, they are ſvch by the Ap: - 
pointment of the Holy Ghoſt ; Over whom the Holy Ghoſt hath made you © 
Overſeers. What is this? How had the Holy Ghoſt made them Overſeers? 
00 Ianſwer. In the Firſt Place, poſſibly the Holy Ghoſt had particularly no- 
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the Holy Ghoſt communicated in thoſe, Times, Diſcerning of 925 wis 
one, as We read 1:Cor. 12. 10. They might then juſtly be {a1d'to/have 
| been made Overſeers by the Hoh Gbo#, inſofar as this Gift hail been exer- 
3 _ Ciled, either by the People in makeiog Choice of eg or dy the Apo- is 
| "Res 1 in conſtituting and Ordaining them. + F. 
But, may it not, you'll ask, be ſaid of every Goſpel Miniſter, that b 
q Je is made an Overſeer by the Holy GhoF, even err Aa neither of 1 theſe ex- ob 
traordinary Things interveen? 1 anſwer, He may; becauſe it is the I le 
- Holy Ghoſt who excites Him to undertake the: Office, who furniſn· In 
x es Him with Gifts for the Diſcharge of it, who concurrs with Hin Mp; 
in it, and ſo owns the Inſtitution to be His, tho? conveyed by the Me. th. 
diation of others. Beſides, there is a great deal of Truth in that common Han 
I Saying, Vox. Popali eſt Vox Dei .: So that, when a ſerious Intelligeat the 
1 1 Center upon one to be their Miniſter, i it may, without any” Force, 9 
3 be conſtrued to be the Motion of the Holy Ghoſt. N pre 
Now this, I think, without further —— Gcicatly: overturns the 7 
Dodtrine of PATRONAGE: For how a Miniſter can be ſaid to be 
made an Overſeer by the Holy Ghoſt, who enters to that Charge, upon the 
Preſentation of One, who poſſibly may be a Druakard, a Whoremonger 
aà common Swearer, a Papiſt in His Heart, and that, not only wirhout the 

| 1 but againſt the Will of the People, is beyond all natural Com. 
prehenſion andCemmon Senſe; Yea and I add further, is without tht 
leaſt Veſtige of the like Practice in Antiquity for many hundreds of Years 
from Chriſt downward. And, now that this Church is as yet free of 
that Thraldom, as every good Chriſtian will pray She may be ſo kept; 
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{  folam confident, none will ſeek the Reintroducing it, Who have an 
| _ Senſe of Religion, and don't deſign the peſt'ring Her with a ee 
= MI few Wiſe or Good Men will think worth the owning. ©” 
[1 IN the Secand Place, We have, i in the Words, che Duty 8 
* upon Miniſters anſwerable to their Character and Office: And that 
zs, ro Feed the Chureh of GOD, which He hath purchaſed with Hit aun Bloollf 
We find the Church rains GOD ONT N to a a Flock, and 22 
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ticularly in the firſt Clauſe of this Text; fo that this Word Feeding re- 
ative thereto is a Metaphor, upon the Account of which Mipiſters are 
called Shepherds or Paſtors. And there are two Things imported by it. 
the Food of Souls; and this Miniſters are obliged to Diſpenſe to their |! 
Flock; for it is upon the Account of their Labouring herein, that the | 

Double Honoar is eſpecially due to them. When I ſay that Miniſters are 
Wobliged to diſpenſe the Goſpel to their Flocks, I mean, they are oh- 
Wiizcd to do this in their oun Perſons, and not to turn it over to Under- 

lings. The Work of the Goſpel is of too great Importance to be done b 7 
roxy. It is now become the Current Doctrine of the Great men of 
the Epiſcopal Way, that % Biſhop is the ſole Paſtor of his whole Dioceſs, 
and that the Care of all the Souls is ſingly in him. Iam fully perſuaded 
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ute y are in the Right in this; But then, where the Biſhop is allowed to de- 
egate his Powers, and parcell out his Work toothers, I ſuppoſe it will be 


pretty hard to find in Scripture. Beſides, ſeeing the Biſhop is the ſolss 
Paſtor of his whole Dioceſs; it evidently follows, That, either thoſe {| 
who are no Paſtors may diſpenſe the Sacraments, Or, that theſe. are 
indeed no Sacraments which are diſpenſed by the Inferiour Clergy. 


or Every Body will diſcern the Strength of this ObjeQion, but ' tis the 5 
he uſineſs of ſome others to find a Solution to it. 


2aly, Feeding imports Ruling and Governing. And indeed the Origi- 
nal Word * ſignifies ſo both in Sacred and Heathen Authors +. Tis 
lain then, that the Key of DISCIPLINE is committed to the Presbyters 
Ak the Church equally with the Key of DOCTRINE: Nor is it in the 'Þ 
Mower of any Government to deprive them thereof. They may poſſib. 
aut hinder the exerciſe of it by Force; but they can never deprive them | 
1e the Right and Title to ir, without invading GOD's Incloſure. 

Think then how well adviſed many in this Nation are, who are fond 
ſuch a Church Conttitution, where the Diſcipline is wholly turned o- 


ener to ſecular Hands, and Miniſters are entirely deprived ofitſaue when 
* hey are called as Machines 10 Pronounce a Sentence which they never ad. 


ed, nor dare contradict, were it never ſo unjuſt. Tho our neighbour | 
hurch retains ſuch a Government, yet She groans under it, She owns - || 


par 


N 


* Hoca, HATTIE 


' Thus Homer calls Kings II elne. A 


[ among us, I know Nothing it can be imputed to, but a Spirit of Iufatus. 
| ton; Or, to ſay the eaſieſt, to the want of Common Senſe. 


3 Word Feeding, to intimate the Nature of. Ecclefiaſtick Government, 


11 


| in Her Publick W that i it is not th Diſcipline was uſedd in tel 
Primitive Times. The Biſhops of that Church have a hundred Times com. 
Plain'd of it: And that any of this Nation ſhou'd be fond of introducing it 


I Obſerve further, that this Ruling or Governing is expreſſ'd by the 


Rule & Govern we muſt, as well as Preach: But then it muſt be with x 


tender Hand & a gentle Sway. It is the Flock, which denotes the leſſe 

Cattle, we are called to Feed; not the Herd; which therefore we are toi, 
guide with the greateſt Charineſs : And in doing ſo, we only imitat t 
the Great Shepherd, who carries the Lambs in Hes Boſom, and gently leafy 
Y thoſe that are with Toung., All Power that was ever committed to Go it 
 vernours, Sacred or Civil, is for Ed:fication, not for Deſtruttion : And H ſt 


kao none that are for Perſecution in the Church, but ſuch as are all 
Jor Tyranny in the State. 
Seconaly, In this Branch ofthe Text, we have a noble Deſeription 0 
5 the Obj 00 of the Miniſter's Care & Fains, or who they are He is to Feed ii m 
206 this ; in Two Characters 3 
Firſt, They are the Church of GOD. Fred the Church if GOD, th G 


i - is, ſuch as GOD has Called, and Gathered as ſo many precious Grains oi 7 


Se ol Chaff, AS ſo many Jewels Out of a Heap of Rubbiſh. No 50 


q . that He found them ſuch : For, who made thee to differ from another? But bj A; 


| | l thoſe whom GOD is ſo much concern'd about? 


lis Grace & diſtinguiſhing Love He makes them fluch. And this no 
is a moſt powerfull Argument to excite Miniſters to Diligence in the 
Work, when they conſider it is employed about the Objects of GOD's pe 
culiar Care. For what Miniſter, who thinks any, will allow himſelt. 


 2ah, They are the Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood, which He hath purchaſ 
; mth His oun Blood. The Father Gave them to Him in that Eternal Tran 
action, which is by Divines uſually called the Covenant of Redemption 

But then they were to be Pay'd for; and this was not to be done-with! 
l Blood of Bulls & of Goats, the only ſufficient Price was His oun Blood, B 

this: Heextred into the Holieſt, having obrain'd Eternal Redemption for us. 
0 is called the Blooa of GOD, becauſe of that Unutterably intimate Unio 
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Las that, that Blood was of ſuch infinite Efficacy, as to purchaſe ſo many 
KM loſt Sinners; It lowed from the Divine Nature, to which the Humane 
Nature was united in one Perſon; ſo that this Way of Speaking is founded 
da that which Divines call the Communicatio Idiomatum. And here we 

bave a moſt Illuſtrious Teſtimony for the Divinity ofour Bleſſed Saviour; 
che Blood which purchaſed us being the Blood of Him that was GOD. «i 
. But then, ſeeing ſuch only as ſhall be ſaved were purchaſed by this 
Blood; It may juſtly be asked, are ſuch only to be the Object of the Mi- 
piſter's Care? And if ſo, how ſhall he know them? I anſwer. Itisvery {| 
true, the Blood of Chriſt was ſhed, and the Goſpel is promulgated for 
the Sake of ſuch principally, as to all Ends whatſomever; and for theie 
Sakes only, as to faving Efficacy: For tho, the Blood of Chriſt was in 
it ſelt of Value ſuſficient to Purchale the whole World, yet it were very | 
ſtrange to think, that it was Iatent ionally ſhed for any, but ſuch as reg 
the laſt Benefit of it viz. Salvation, The Purpoſe of the Lord muſt ſtand, |! 
and the Thoughts of His Heart to all Generations, However, a Miniſter | 
muſt neceſſarly ſuppoſe, that all profeſſing Chriſtians, within his Charge, | 
may be of the Number of the Rede-md; becauſe he cannot certain 
know the Contrary, nor is it his Buſineſs to enquire into the Secrets of 
GOD, Thoſe who have now the worſt Characters may yet be Choſes 
Veſſels to GOD. Accordingly Miniſters muſt thus direct their Eadea 
vours. They muſt not be ſo ſecure of the Beſt, but to fear they may 
Apoſtatize; Nor ſo deſpair even of the Worſt, but to hope they may be 
gained. And this now is another mighty Motive to quicken a Miniftes | 
into a Concern for the Flock. For, how can he find in his Heart to 
be careleſs of thoſe whom the Lord Jeſus has bought at ſo dear a Rate? | 


IN the Third Place. We have, inthe Words, the Neceſſary Mea 
haWfor the right Diſcharge of the Miniſterial Duty. And that is, to Take |} 
ranheed to our ſelves, and to all the Flock, Slackneſs and Indifferency is odi= i 
Nous in any Employment, but in the Work of the Goſpel tis Criminal 
in the higheſt Degree. Miniſters then mult Take heed, that is, they. 
4. Vmuſt awakenall their Powers, and be upon their Guard with the urmeſt | 
r rd een Sree 
mog Obſerve, we are bid Take heed, firſt to our ſelves and then to the Flock, || 
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to intimate, that tis impoſſible one can be a good Miniſter who is nota + 
good Man. I do not ſay that the Miniſterial Acts of an ill Man are invalid, M1 
bat ſurely his Pains cannot be very ſucceſsfull. The Character that i 
King David gave of Abimaaz 2 Sam 18. 27 ſhould be the Character of 
every Miniſter, He is « good Man and bringeth good Tidings. 
But then, tho' a Miniſter is to Tate heed to himſelf in the firſt Place, yet Mc 
| not to himſelf only, but to the Flock too. We ought not to ſatisfy. out- 
* ſelves with having acquitted ourſelves hand{omly in our Exerciſes : This 
isa very poor Ambition, and like Saul's deſiring io be honowred before the Wit 
; People; and it Will bring in to us but a {mall Comfort upon a Review : But 
1 


it muſt be a gaining the Flock to Chriſt, and confirming them in him 
/ ( 

Ia, Obſerve here the Extent of the Miniſter's Care, and that is A070 
| Flock. From this it is obvious to conclude, that this Precept was not di- 
| refed, as ſome wou'q have us believe, to Dioceſan Biſhops. For, it being 
& 2gainſt the Epiſcopal Canons, that there ſhou'd be more. than one {uch 
| over one City; How cou'd one Man Take heed to all therein, when 
S > Chriſtianity ſhou'd univerſally obtain, as it was in a fair Way of doing? 
| To make this more clear. Suppcſe now {as the Epiſcopal Authors * will 
have it) that there was but One of theſe Overſeers at this Time in the City 
| of Epheſus, and that the reſt, whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks to in the plural 
Number, were the Biſhops of the Adjacent Country. Suppoſe again 
= (as the ſame Authors teach). that there were no ſuch Officers as ſimple 
Presbyters in the Church at that Time. Suppoſe 34h, All Epheſus uni. 
= verlally proſelyted to Chriſtianity, of which there was ſo. great an Ap. 
pearance. Upon theſe Suppoſicions, I wov'd ask how one Man cou' 
Tale heed to A ſuch a Flock, a Flock which wou'd conſiſt perhaps dl 
* - halfa Million of Souls? Does a wiſe & juſt GOD require ſimple Impoſli 
” bilitiesof Men? But I need not inſiſt againſt this Hypotheſis. It cuts it 
oun Throat: For, a Biſhop without Preaching Presbyters under him 
ſuchas theſe Authors acknowledg the firſt Biſhops were, is the very Bi 

ſhop wecontend for, being the likeft thing to a Presbyterian Miniſtet 


= 


done can caſily imagine. 


IE words being thus deduced; I ſhall, from them, and that 2 
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2 Rey Iyei in Order before us in nthe -Text, obſerve ſuch Points, as may give 


„Jos fome View of the Miniſterial Duty, and may be moſt proper for this | 1 


t Occafion. I am aware I. ſpeak before many my Elders, and by 


much my Berters; But] deſire likewiſe to be ſenſible that I ſp eak be-, | 


fore GOD, which is of infinitly weightier Conſideration. If 1 mal ſp eak 
t only What is agreeable to His Word, no Apology to Men 1s 9 8 
r. Hand if not that, Pm ſure none can be ſufficient : And therefore I ſhall. 
is MW (beggiog the Divine Aſſiſtance ) proceed without beſpeaking an Excuſe. 


he Mor my Freedom, tho T know L ſhall. want it * much for my. 
ut N : . | 


FIRST of all then, e from dls Words, That it is e 
iacumbeat upon every Miniſter of the Goſpel that He take heed to himſelf. 
This the Apoſtle enjoins to the Epheſian Presbyters inthe Text. This 


ag He enjoins in particular to Tt 1, Ep. chap. 4. 16. And no Man ever 


chMdoubred, but that what is ſaid to One, was ſaid to all in the ſame Station. 
en In diſcourſing this, L ſhall Firſt ſhew, upon what Accounts this Du—- 
Ny is neceſſary. 24h, What it im ports. 340, What! it is, in or r about himſelf, 1 
vill a Miniſter of. the Wenne! is to take heed „ 


ral AS for the Firſ, upon What Accounts this is N eceſſiry, to. this 1 anſwer 
ain in the hre following Particulars. / 
pl Fort, Tis Necellary a Miniſter Take beed to himſelf upon his oun Ac - iN 

count, that he himſelf may not be loſt eternally. This was the Argument 
this Apoſtle plyed himſelf with 1 Cor. 9. 27. 1 keep under my Bod), & bring 
into Subjection: left that by any. Means when I have preached. to others, I my ſelf 
Would be a caſt away, We all have as much Corruption, and far leſs Grace. 
than He had, and are therefore under at leaft an equal Neceſſity of the 


the laſt Day, they ſhall come to Heaven's Gates pleading, Lord, Lord, we 


Wall anſwer them, with the Door ſhut in their Teeth, . Depart from Me, I 
nom yow not, ye MW bord of Iniquity - We ought to be very. far from think - 
ng, that GOD will paſs che Eſcapes of Miniſters more eaſily than thoſe of _— 
ma People. On the 3 may e expect toundergo a. 

more 


ke Care. Ir will no doubt be the {ad Fate of too many Miniſters, that, at F 


have prop heſied in tij Name, when; in the mean Time, Chriſt from within | 


— ——— — — - 


more rigorous Trial than others: For a Miniſter never fins, either by per: 
petrating Wickedneſs, or neglecting Duty, but it is attended in him with 
| more. provoking Aggravations, than even the ſame Sin wou'd be in an. 
other Man. He fins againſt Light, againſt Knowledge, contrary to his 
| CharaQter, contrary to ſpecial Vows and Obligations, as a Miniſter, as 
| _ wellasa Chriſtian: And therefore, the higher the Aggravations of his Sins 
are, the more dreadfull muſt his Account be, and the more ſevere his 
Doom: And if he periſh, he muſt needs Drop into the loweſt Degree of 
Miſery, even into the Portion of Hypocrites: For what higher Inſtance M 
of Hypocrity can there be, than for a Man to be every Day preaching to 
others to rake heed to themſelves, while yet he himlelf makes no Conſcience 
oldoing ſo? This is to mock both GOD and Man, and therefore can- 
“ 
2a, Tis neceſſary a Miniſter Take heedto himſelf on the Account of his 
= Flock. Miniſters are Obliged by their CharaQter ro be Eaſamples to the N. 
Ploch x Peter 5.3. And Timothy, and in him all Miniſters, are charged io Wc 
ben Example of the Believers, in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, - 
i Faith, in parity. 1 Tim. 4. 12. Tis not enough that we lay not a ſtumbl· Nd 
ing Block before Our People by our evil Works ; we muſt beſides, ia 
 allThings ſbew our ſelves Patterns of good Works Titus 2. 2, But now, how MC 
2 ſhall we do this, if we tale not heed to our ſelves? Can ever he be an Exam-Mo 
ple to others, who walks not by Rule himſelt? No ſorely. The greateſt MW 
= Plague that can befall a Congregation is a wicked Minitter. Of all the 
Creation of GOD, next tothe Devil, ſuck a one ſerves the Intereſt of Hel 
& moſt. He goes indeed to Hell himſelf; but then he goes not alone, but 
carries along with him a FTrainof wretched Souls, who have broke their 
Neck on the bad Example he has ſet them. When a Miniſter is Proud 
or Paſſionate, Cruel or Covetous, a Drunkard or Swearer : Or, abſtrad. 
ing from all theſe, when he is known to be Indifterent about Religion, 
= Unconcerned about his oun Soul, without a viſible Care of Spiritual 
Things upon him; how is it poſſible, but that the People muſt be ſuch as 
they ſee him to be? Tis true, they hear him preach other Things; but 
bow can they believe him, when they ſee he does not believe himſelſ? Can 
there be amore odd Spectacle, than to ſee a Miniſter go upto the Pulpit 
on the Lord's Day, and with a formal Gravity preſcribe Rules of Holineſ 
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to others; and yet thro? the Week counteratt every one of them himſelf?. 
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Cn there be any Thing more unaccountable, than to ſee him put him- 
ſelf into a Fume and Swear in Preaching the Things of GOD, and; || 
pet Ice cold in practiſing them? Such indeed wou'd doexactly well 
bor the Stage, where there is no more required but te act a Part, anc 
chen put off the Diſguiſe; but for the Work of the Goſpel they are il 
; MW ftark Naught. How 1ad is it when the Leaders of a People cauſe. them io er?? 
(Wl 'T is true, t here are fo many Infirmities obſervable in the beſt of Miniſters, - i 


they Say, but do ye not aß they do: Yet, in Matter of FaQ it holds, that People |! 
will rather Do, what they ſee their Miniſters Do, than Do as they ſay. - 1 
Jer. 5 31 The Prophets propheſy falſly, and the Prieſts bear Rule by their” || 

Means, aud my Peopie love to have it ſo. Generally it falls out that, Like * 
is People like Prieit Hoſ. 4. 9, and that, from a Wicked Miniſtry Wick. 
le Wl e4neſs goes forth into all the Land, But how ſweet is it, when a Miniſter 
o can ſay as the Apoſtle did 1 Cor 11. 1. Beye Followers of me, as I am 1 
„% of Chriſt Jeſus? When he can bid the People with Confidence, as He 
bl. did the Philippi aus Chap. 3. 17. Brethren be ye Followers together of me, and | 
in var them which wall ſo, as e have us for an Example. Sucha Miniſter- | 
»w I cannot but profit to the Advantage of Souls; Whereas it is the Character 
m- Jof Hypocritical Phariſees, to bind heavy Burdens on other Men's Shoulders, - | 
et while they themſelves will not touch them with one of their Fingers, 
This now is a ſecond Conſideration on Account of which Miniſters are 


| a | l : 1 | | 
thit People have frequent Need to obſerve our Saviour's Caution, Do as | 


111 obliged to T ake heed to themſelves; and both this and the former the Apoſtle 

but knits together in one Verſe in His Exhortation to Timon 1 Ep. Chap |! 
1eir 4. 16. Take heed unto thy ſelf, aud unto thy Doctrine; continue in them: 
dude in doing this, thou ſbalt both [ave thy ſelf, and them that hear the. 
ad- 34h, Tis Neceſſary a Miniſter T ake beedio himſelf on the Account of Al. 
ion, *r/aries, whoſe Mouths muſt be Hopped Tit. 1. 1 1. How ſhall the Mouths ß 


Adverſaries be topped ? It is not to bs done by Authority, not by. 1 
eight or Imperiouſneſs of Spirit. Tis Folly and want of Experience 


h as Þ 
but in the World once to imagine this. Bur the true Way of doing it, is 
CanſÞy Innocence, that jo be that is of the contrary Part may be aſhamed, hays" {| 
ulpicſÞ%2 no evil thing to ſay of you Titus 2. 8. And ifever there was a Time: | 
ines hen this Conſideration ought to take Place, certainly *tisnow, "wiki - Mi 

Se Eb ee OS SES) wo "there: 


the Care of others for whom we muſt account, or the Reputation of 
our Holy Profeſſion can be of Weight with us, then ſurely we muſt 
needs be ſenſible, that it is incumbent upon us to Take heed to ourſelves 


{| Balance of a ripe and well adviſed Conſideration. *Tis the CharaQte 
of a Fool to do Things Hand over Head without Deliberation ; and 


N himſelf to have Cauſe afterwards to repent of what he has done. 0 


ö 
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there are ſomany Adverſaries lying at Catch, and viewing both on. 
_ perſonal Actions and public Managments through /the PerſpeQive 
of Malice; which magaifies even a Midge to a Mountain, and raiſez 


an Eſcape into a Crime, It is neceſſary then 0 Times, and e. 


SS 


_- ſpecially in the preſent Circumſtances, to abſtain even from all Appear ana 
of Evil. Upon the whole, if either the Intereit'of our oun Souls, or 


IN the ſccond Place, What is it this Duty of a Miniſter's Tallin 
„ 77 : 5 70 © 1 5 * » | „ — We | 5 | * 
W heed to himſelf imports? To this J anſwer in the Two following Par. 
1 Fir#, It imports that a Miniſter be of a Thoughtfull Temyer, 
and that he weigh well, before Hand, what ever he is to do, in the 


by all Means Miniſters ought to Take heed to efcape that Character: 
For he who conſiders not before Hand What he 18 tO do, may aſſure 16 


all Men in the World the Devil owes Miniſters a Spite and an ils 
Turn moſt: And he cannot do it more effectually, than by hurrying&t 
them into Things without Adviſment. This fame Apoſtle, being ſen{Wi 


| ible of this, praysheartily for Timothy 2 Ep. 2. 7. The Lord give they 


I Dnderſtanding in all Things. TAKE HEED is a Word of Warging WY 
aud when Miniſters are bid Take heed to themſelves, it plainly implies vu 
that they are in Danger, and that there are Hazards before them: Andi... 


 foindeed there are, and theſe the Greateſt. Satan knows very vel ein 
that à Miniſter cannot fall, without bringing others to the Ground with | 
Hbhimſelf; and for this Cauſe he, ſeeks to bave them, that he may ſift and - 
& winnow them as Wheat. They are then ſtiled Watchmen as importin 


their Duty to others; but they ſhall never watch well for others, Wh lis 
do not watch for themſelves. It was not without Reaſon the Apoltlg® 
required of Miniſters that they be Viz il int and Sober, having their Eyes! ay 
their Head and their Wits about them; there are unſeen Snares ſpreaqe 
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"or vs; and therefore, in all Prudence, we ought to conſider the Ground +! 
eſore we tread it. J777öĩ˙ð0» anon 3 eg.) ind F 1 
24%, It importsdlikewiſe that a Miniſter re Het upon himſelf and fs 
ions after he has done them. This is indeed the Duty of ever 
«Fiivate Chriſtian, but tis much more ſo of Miniſters; becauſe their E. 
rWnple, Whether Good or Bad, is more influencing than that of other 
een. A Miniſter then ought frequently to call himſelf to an Account: 
by he behaves himſelf, whether he anſwers his Character, 'w hethet || 
«0; conducts himſelf according to the Rule of the Word and the Dig: 
Vo his Calling, what he has done for promoting the Kingdom T7 
us Chriſt and gaining Souls'ro Him, whether his Converſation hass 
ren ſuch as it ought to have been, or, if he has not contracted Guilt 
on his gun Soul, and perhaps laid a ſtumbling Block in the Way orf 
er bers. The Advantage of making ſuch Reflections is evident at firſft 
hel ie d. Foro 407 8 + 2185 12 8 N M i 1 * 17 a 1 
ter In the Hirſt Place, It will bring in a great deal of Beace and Comfort to 
Im, if his Conſcience tell him he hath done well: And this will be an 
ncouragment to him to goon in Well. doing: And certainly there is No. 1 
ling more neceſſary to a Miniſter than an Encouraging Conſcience, 
ad ſuch as does not upbraid him with Misbehaviour:.-. 2dh% When he 
ks tripe and fallen into Sin, as who does not? Such Reflections wil! 
the moſt proper Means to bring him to Repentance, Which is tbe 
ut beſt to Innocence. 349, Such Reflections will make him the more 
acchfull over himſelf for the Time to come: And thus he Hhall be ale. 
ays upon the meading, Hand, ſtill growing better, which eſpecialß 
lvu'd be the Ambitiof of Minjſters of the Goſpfel. 
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In the Third Place, When a Miniſter is bid Tate heed/ to himſelf, what 
t in oc about himſelf hat he is to Tate beed to? I anſwer to this in 1 
nt ok all. He is to Take bred to the Temper and Frame of his SI. 
lis is the Spring that ſets both the Tongue and the Hands a going; 
when that is right, theſe will not readily go wrong. Now when i 


. 


ay, chat a Miniſter is to Tate! heed tp the Frame of his Heart, there is 
nething Negative and fomething Poſitive meant thereb ß. 
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bir Something Negative. And that is, That he talks Cate there b. 
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© . no unruly Luſts or Paſſions harboured therein. Thus the Apoſtle er 
| Hort: Timothy, 1 Ep. 5. 22. Kyep thy felf pure. The Hearts of all Men ar 
ks. open of the fame» Make: And Miniſters have Naturally the ſam; 
 Corruptions with others. They are apt to be drawn away, while Younp 
by the Luſts of the Fleſh :. In their more advanced Age, by Worldlineſ 
| and:Covetouſneſs. The Apoſtle warns Timothy, and in him all other Mi 
* Bo niſters, againſt both theſe. BI: THEE 19 Ti 20 oy e te! TAG 
Hirt, Againſt the Luſts of the'Fleſhs Tims 2. 22. Flee Toathfull La 
Pf old the Sons of Eli were ſcandalouſly guilty this Way, andthe Effed 
olf it were very dreadfull. It not only Soug hi a fital Judgment upe 
themſelves; and made the People to abhorr t be Offering of the Lord; but pri 
 Yoked/ Him alſo to remove the Ark, the Symbol of His Preſence, fro 
the whole Nation, by which they had been diſtingulſfid from all tt 
= Earth. Under the Law there were repeated Preſcriptions for the Waſt 
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ing and Purificatiomof the Prieſts and Levites,/” What was the Intent 
ment of them? Plainly, they were deſigu'd on Purpoſe to fignify, ho 
Holy they ought to be that Bray the Veſſels of the Lord, and in ſpecial 
E typily that inward Purity that was to be required of the Miniſters 
the Goſpel. Some temporal Conſiderations, ſuch as the Care of thi 
Place and Reputation, may go fat toteſtrain Miniſters from the Ouibre: 
1 ̃ ings of Luſt; but they ought not to ſatisfy themſelves wath this they m 
take Care alſo to extinguiſh the Burnings of it within; otherwiſe t 
 - Spirit of 60D cannot lodge in their Hearts; nor can they ever pres 
E  egaioftorreprove theſe Luſts, without the Miſgivings and Upbraidin 
beit oun Conſcieſe d 3 
2᷑a4h, As againſt the Luſts of the Fleſh, ſo alſo againſt Worldlineſs a 
TCTCovetduſaeſs. When the Apoſtle had told Timothy 1 Ep. 6. 10. The Li 
f Money is che Root of all Evil, He inſtantly ſubjoins in the next Ve 
Bat thou, O Man of God, flee thiſe Things. It was a ſad Reproach up 
tte Prieſts in Iſaiah's Time Chap. 56.11. That they were Greedy U. 
I #hat could never have enough; and that They all Looked every one to his G 
rom his Quarter. Covetouſneſs, alas! has had fad Effects upon Miniliy 
It was this tempted: Judas to betray his Maſter. Demas once bore . 
buoaocurable. Character oſ being a Fellow Labourer with this Apoſtle PHI 
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24% but ahl through Covetonſneſs he made Shipwrack-ofthe Faithan® |] 
good Conſeience, and at laſt this melancholy Accounts brought in of 


dim, *Demias bath forſaten Ne, having Loved ia len, World's Tim. 4. 
10. Nis tlie great Deſign ofthe Miniſtry to take off Men from the World, 

and to eevatè their Souls to GOD and te Heavenly: Things: But iS 
fs hn Bro: rai 7 ion Te ods eto #3 dei 1 e ee ö 
himifelf is worldly; he muſt needs be a very improper Inſtrument: for # 
eflecting ſuch a Defign, and can ſpeak but very coldly againſt that Vice. 
' Secondly, There is ſomething Poſitive included ina Miniſter's Taking heed | 
to his Heart: And that is, he muſt take Care it be furniſhed with the Gras | 
cesofthe Spirit of GOD, and that he have a feeling Impreſſion of the | 
Things of GOD thereon. Miniſters are the Salt f rhe'Earth, and the Grace = l 
of. GOD in their Hearts is the Salt in them; which ifthey have not, they . } 
are unſavoury to GOD, and will at length turn unſavoury to Men: For 
Nature will out ſometime or other, unleſs it be changed by Grace, as well i 
i curbed by the Rules of Prudence. Without the Grace of GOD in the 
Heart, 4 Miniſter can never ſpeak to Believers from his oun Experience, 
and-therefore not to their Experience; conſequently he muſt needs be 
very uſeleſs Perſon to them. Nay, he cannot recommend the Goſpel hearti? 
to the Unconverted and Unbelievers, having never felt the Power f 
t upon his oun Soul. If then a miniſter wou?dan{wer his Character, or obj. 
tain the Promiſe made to ſuch as are Faithfull, he muſt have the Natural! 
Temper of his Soul changed; yea he muſt have it habitually ina good Þ 
Frame, burning with the Love of GOD, Concern for the Souls of Men, 
e Zeal for the Kingdom of Chriſt, The Apoſtles believed, and therefore #7 
reaipoke ; ſo muſt every Miniſter do, who wou'd ſpeak to Purpoſe. They. | 
dige the Terrour of the Lord themſelves, and therefore cou'd the more 
afily perſuade others. In a Word, every Miniſter ought to be in a Capaci- 
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to tell his Hearers as the Apoſtle John did 1 Ep. 1.3. That which we have | 
en and heard, yea and felt too, declare we unto you. And if, when he invites 
thers to Chriſt; he is able to affirm of himſelf, Truly: our Fellowſhip ir wich | 
e Father and His Son Jeſus Chriſt, he may, upon good Grounds, enter« 

Dia Hopes that he ſhall prevail with temn. 
is UN In the Second place, a Miniſter muſt take heed to his Words. It is required 
nili Wen of every Chriſtian Eph. 3. 29. That no corrupt Communication ſhould || 
Pte 
A IS Ss ed a: 7 
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"#0145, miniſf ene How much more then is this In. 
cumbent upon Miniſters, the very defign of whoſe Calling it is to Edify 
the Body of Chriſt? Henne the Apoſtle exhorts Timothy to he an Eœample 
of «he Believers in Nord. This is abſolatly requiſite in a Miniſter,- as for 
Eber Reaſons, fo alſo for this, that he may procure ReſpeR to,binfFand 
| eſcape. Contempt; there being Nothing more apt to render him vile and . 
contemptible before the people, chan even light or froathy, and how much 
more profane Diſcourſe. Some may perhaps think it a good Way to 


curry people's Favour, to break Jelts with them; but they may he aſſured We, 
they ſhall find them ſelves out in their Reckoning. Sucha Way of Con- 
verſe is belaw the Character of 2 Grave Man. The very Heathen Philo- 
ſophers a Plato or a Seneca; wou'd not have allowed theraſelves in it., E 
is unſuitable to the Character of a Chriſtian in Common. Hence Eph. J. Nef 
4. The Apoſtle prohibits to them Filthineſs, and F ooliſb Talking, & Jelt- Nile 
ing mhich is not Conventens : But that a Miniſter of the Goſpel ſhou'd ſet in 
up lora Buffon to his Fecple is utterly intolerable. Tis neceſlary rhen 
chat Miniſters keep a Bridle upon their Tongues, left ,hey-Extravague, 
be fearfull. Example of Peter who fell even a Curling and Swearing un. 
dera Tentation, reads Caution toall Miniſters to have a Guard upon them. rie 


- ſelves, there being no Vice ofthe. Tongue ſo monſtrous, which Satan will By 
not eſſay to hurr i 0 Ir oli 951 6 
ES Particularly, the Apoſtle requires 1 T 1 3. that Miniſters be not 
2 Rramlers. Their Office frequently calls them to reprove. Sinners; but 
they ougbt to remember, that Brawling is always an il Way of Reprov. 
[1080 They may likewiſe expect to meet oftimes both with Injuries andMyer 
| Aﬀeonts, which may be apt to tempt them into Bramling: But to preventSho, 
this, 'tis neceſſary they ſtudy to be Patien, which the Apoſtle, in thoWiq. 
Place: before, cited, requires 1m mediatly: before He. diſcharges Brawinz\r 
i 191i matiog thereby that the Firſt will be.aPreſervative againſt the Lattef art 
Patient net a Brander. In a Word, Pride is the Mother of Brawliag, andi bi 
_ Mioiſters ate eſpecially warned L ainſt that 1. Tim. 3. 6. Mot 4 Nov denden 
| left being lifted ap wii Pride, hefall. into-the. Conaem na. ian of the Devi 
f 2 ride. will bring, Miniſters, who are the. Aug els of the . Charches into rhe... 


ſame Condemnationw ith.che.Fall'o Angels. I hey. muſt then .accuſtoma., 


them Elves. to editying Diſcourſe, and. cla to draw it into a Spiritua 
x themſelven4jo: cine. PI ee e 2 eee Þ e 
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emudel, That thoſs bh converſe with ail po fro — ae 
inſtrucded in ſome Truth, or more excited to ſome Duty, or having a 
Tiacture of greater Seriouſneſs upon their Spirits. And this a a, 
vill obtain, if he keep himſelf habitually in a Holy Frãàme: For, imthiat 
Caſe,” the Diſeburſe will naturally, aud winnen erg Wer 
run out into a Religious Strain. "Fi | 

In the Third Place, a Miniſter muſt Taki Bet t6 himſulf as to his. 4 Aclions. | 
Thus, i in the Place before cited, Be thou an Example of the "Believers in i 
Converſation,” He muſt Tale hredthathis Practice be conform tothe Rules 
preſcribed in GOD's Word, on agtcable- tolbe Miniſterial. Charäkter 
und this includes 

Firſt, That he be Son not „ giberr Wine, "Tis neeeſfary s Miniftes 
reſtrict. ' bimfeltin. thofe Freedoms of Converſation which other Men 
allow themſelves in: For, what will be look'd on as innocent enough 
in others, will yet beaScanda] in a Miniſter. For, if Miniſters go to” 
the: utmoſt Bounds of what is Paw ful, the People will think it no Do - 
Tranſgreſſion to go over the Score: themſelves. Miniſters ate called 
iritual Men Gal. 6. 1; and therefore ouglit to be denied to the Senſua- i 
ties of the Body. But there is, F hope, as little Ground for inſiſtingg 
n this in this National Church 4 perhaps in 1 e eee bod ar 1 
ind as little for adding, That 
- 2aly, A Minifter muſt I the herd to bimſelf ae kts no Striker, vet 18, 
ot given ro Quarelliog of Fighting. We are indeed allowed Weapons,” 
ut they are Spiritual Ones. Carnal Weapons are forbid us: For it: 
rerea very ſtrange Thing, if we, whoſe Work it is to ſave Men S Seult, | 
nowd'be allowed to hurt their Bodies. The Laws have expreſſi ly pro- 
ded for the Protection of Miniſters, and therefore there is no Occaſion" 
br Violent Methods. Tis true, ſome of our Brethren, in the Northern 
arts, are treated wich a Barbarity not to be parallel'd, Which is no leſs 
Diſgrace to the Laws, and to the Magiſtrates; whoare ſworn to execute 5 
bem; than it is an Injury to Them. But, as our Brethren have hitherto 
offered with the Patience of Martyrs; and have, in an I lluſtrious Mans 
er, copied our Saviour's Example; Who, when He ſuffered, threatned nc; 
eee Himſelf to Him that Julgerl righteouſly:. So, it is to be hoped, 


Fee bare Tentation to alter their en * . We ave 
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indeed under a Cloud at this Time; yetꝰtis buta Cloud, et cia tran 
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It. is further [required af them that they havea Shining Converſation. - 
Nis neceſſaty webeexemplarly Deuout towards GOD, and frequent in 
F Prayer to Him: Aud this, when we conſider the Greatneſs of our Work. 
Im ſure we ſhall find Abundance of Cauſe for. Tis required of us, that 
pe be Hoſpit able to Strangers, Charitable to the Poor, and not meetly Right. i 
dss, but Good, that is, Benign, Equitable and Eaſy in our Tranſactionz i 
With the People; that ſo they may be convinced: of our being Denied to r 
the World, and that we are vt Greedy of filthy Lure, e. 
Particularly, It is required of Miniſters, as T hinted before, that they 
ew an exemplary Humility. We are the Servants of a Meek & Humble 
Jieſus: And therefore, of all others, Pride, in Us, wou'd be t he moſt Un. 
becoming, as well as the moſt Sinfull Quality. To keep us from Pride 
we have a Name impoſed on us raked out of the Duſt K. But indeed 
We have a nearer Argument than our Name, vi. out Corrupt Nature 
\. Vor, whoever ſets his Imperfections before himſelf in the fame Light with 
His fancyed Excellencies; whatever Cauſe he may. find to be aſhamed, 
Dm confident hell find little wheron to be conceited. We are by our 
Office Teachers( which the Epiſcopal Party, with a great Deal of Senſe, n( 
Doubt, brand us with, as a Name of Reproach ) and Nothiog is more a 
gereable in a Teacher, than a Condeſcending Temper: Whereas Supercil 
*  Ouſneſs, a Moroſe or Peeviſh Behaviour, or an affected Height of Spirir 
may well ſtunn and amaze People, but will never tend to inſtruct them 
WMWMuen our Saviour invites People, Learn of Me, I apprehend the nen 
Words, For Ian Meek and Lowly, do not fo much point us to the Virtue ti 
be learn'd, as they are an Encouragment to People to chuſe Hic for thei 
Mlfaſter; Meekneſs and Lowlineſs being a neceflary . Qualification in al 
| that wou'd teach Succesfully. ' 
Alfter all, when I ſpeak of the | Humility that is required ina Miniſteſ Hot 
Ido not mean thereby, that he ſhou'd deſcend to all the Familiaritie 
With thoſe of his Charge, that are Uſual among other People. Lam ver 
well aſſured, the doing ſo weu'd ruin his Credit, and blaſt that Rely | 
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that's due to his Character; and W ee wou d render his Miniftry | 
withonr'Sncceſs: For Familiarity will breed Contempt. Humility ind "2 
Meanneſs are two very different Things: The firſtis-a Graceanda Virtue 3 * 5 
The latter, if not a Vice, yet a Weakneſs. But I mean thereby, that a Mi- 
nifter ſhowd deal with his People with an engaꝑing Freedom. That, 
in the Diſcharge of his Office, he ſhou'd condeſcend to, and regard the 
Weak as well as the Strong, the Poor as well as the Rich: That he be as 
ready to Viſit, Iaſtruct, Counſel, and Comfort the Small as the Great. 

And the Reafon is good, becauſe all Men's Souls are of equal Value ;and | 
ns the Soul of Man, not his Quality, that's given to be the Object ofthe © | 


ol Minifter's Care. ot Re BR QED Lg) 0 TOR NO7e”  oatbay IN 
„When a Miniſter is bid Take heed to him- 


. GR 


ln the Fourth and Laſt Place 

ſelf, it includes that he take heed to his Family: For a Man's Family is 
himſelf in Point of Intereſt. This the Apoſtle has alſo recommended r 
Tim. 3. 4. One that Ruleth well his oun Nouſe, having his Children in Sabjection 


—— 3 


with all Gravity; for a Man know not how to Rule his oun Houſe, hom ſhall  "? 
le Fake Care of the Church of God? He muſt then ſee, that his Family be 
as1t were a little Sanctuary for GOD: That his Children and Servants be 
not only free from Vice, but Seekers of GOD; and this, not only for theie 
dun Sakes, but that the Influence of their good Example may diffuſe itſelf 
through the whole Congregation, But enough of this Fir/# Particular 
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SECONDEY, Iobſerve from the Text, That it is the Duty of Mini ter? 
to take heed to all the Flock. In diſeourſing which, Iſhall ſhew what the 
Doing thereof includes and imports, and ſhall make the Improv. 7 
In the Firſt Place, What does this Duty of Taking heed to all the | 
Flock imply? I anſwer. It implies very plainly, that the Flock is in Dan- 
ger. And ſo indeed Chriſt's Flock has been from the Beginning, and wil! 
de to the End of the World. The Infernal Lyon, and wicked Men as 
Wolves, go roaring and howling about Chriſt's Fold, /ceking whom thex 
may. - Devour, The , Apoſtle forſaw that, after his Departure, grievous || 
Wolves wou'd enter into the Charchof Epheſus, not ſparing the Flo: And 
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_ 7 And now, if Lſay, that Chriſt's Flock in this Nation js; at this Day, 
min Danger, and that indeed the greateſt; I hope it will not be conſtrued 
2 gtaundleſs Amuſment, We have ſeen what Attempts have been made 
Aa gainſt the Church, To dimiaiſh her Priviſedges, tho? ſecured to her by 
every Thing that can be a Security among Men; To limit her Juriſdict ion; 
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5 To introduce a Toleration, without obligiug the Preachers, that have 
the Benefit of it, to profeſs their Belief of ſo much as one Article of the M 

 Apofile's Creed; To cut the Singwgof Diſcipline, and conſequently to open WM" 
tie Flood - Gates to Impiety; Io Tye up the Magi#trates Hands from “ 
belping to make eſſectual the Senzences; of the Church by their,Concur- 
rence, though the Church was as much ſecured in their Concurrence, 
das any Man can be ſecured in his Eſtate; To redintegrate, upon the Mat- 
ter, the State of Prelates; and that, in all humane Probability, only by 
Way of Preface to 'Popery, We have ſeen what Succeſs theſe Attempts 
have had. And does not all this cry aloud to us, to Take beed to Our Flocks, 
to watch over them, that they go not aſtray, nor fall a Prey io the Ene- 
my? Yes, My Brethren, there are required of us Ihree Things eſpecially 
N at this T ime. WS het df it 2 Ts 3 ol 7 7% n | 4 
Fir, Wiſdom, It is the Apoſtle's Precept to all Chriſtians in ſuch Cir. 
cCumſtances Eph. 5.15. See then that ye walk Circamſpettly, not 4s Fools 
| Gut as Wiſe, redeeming the Time, becauſe the Day; are Evil. That is to ſay, 
endeavourinꝑ, by all prudent Caution and bende to gain the Time, 
and to put off an Evil Hour, and making the beſt Advantage of it we 
can. Tbis the Phraſe of Redee ming the Time Imports. And Miniſters, 
at this Time, may hear the Voice of Chriſt ſpeaking as.direUly to them, 
as once to His Diſciples, Behold J ſend you forth as fete 8 maſt of 
| Wolves: Be je therefore Wiſe as Serpents, bat Harmiz/s as Doves. Matih. 
2h, Fortitade of Spirit, and, which is the Foundation of that, a Truf 
in GOD. There is not a greater Symptom of a Falling Inteteſt, than 
Faintneſs and Languiſhment of Spirit in the Owners of it. If thou faint 
ſays Solomon Prov. 24. lo, in the Day of Adverſity, thy; Strength is ſmall 
On the other Hand, an Excourag ing Ourſelves in GOD is a Token for good 
So ſays the Apoſtle, Philip. 1. 28. I Nothing terrifyed.by your Adverſarie 
l which is to chem an Evident Token of Perdition, bat to you of Salvation, 7 
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(25) 
e . Why ſhows we be enge with the-Deti ns. ad Tab: 
mies? Whatever their Deſigns may be, the Event is in 6055 Hands. 
projects may be laid with the deepeſt Policy, carried on with the cloſeſt 
lutrigue, they may have a mighty Power to produce them, when — 
ſeem Ripe: Yet, if there is not a Decree of Heaven in their Favours, 
they. will choak in the Birth; and prove like the Spider's Web, which 
hen the poor Creature hath ſpun out of its very Bowels, with all the Art 
and Fineneſs of Nature, yet the lighteſt Touch of the Beſom ſweeps offin__ 
Moment. We read, in the Second Pſalm, how the Kings and Princes 
if the Earth took Counſel together againſt the Lord, and apainſt His Anoint- 
i, reſolving to Break His Bands, and caſt His Cords from them: ** 4 
the Lord lau ld at them all the while, and had them in Deriſion: Why? 
Becauſe He had aſure Dccreeto counter their -Deſigns, which would ZW; 
His Ning upon His Holy Hull of Lon, maugre all their Oppoſition, We 
read too, in the Seventh Chapter of aial's Propheſies, how Regin King 
of Syria, and Pekah the Son of Remaliah had conſpired againſt Judah the 
Peculiar People of GOD at that Time; had join'd both Counſels and 
Forces, Head and Hand together, to vex and deſtroy them: But What 
ys the Proghet in this Caſe? Take heed,” and be quiet; fear not, neither 
be faint hearted for the two Tails of theſe [3 ſnoling Fire- brands that have taken 
wil Counſel  apainſt thee, ſayino, Let us go up againſt Judah, and wex it, 
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the Sonof Tabeal. Thus [4th the Lord Goa, it ſhall not ftand, meither ſhall 35 

tone to paſs. Iii is theg our Duty quie:ly to Wait, 9 confidently. t 

hope for the Salvation of the Lord. 1n uu and ee ſoall be. 

our Strength Iſaiah 30. 15. 5 

zZah, Seeing the Flock is in Tae, is neceſſary i in Point of Salty - 

well as Duty, that the Shepherds be at Unity among themſelves; xt 
| o che. Flock may not be diſtracted with contrary Voices. If we fall a 


104 

of Pitiag and Devouring one another, what elſe do we, but facilitate the 

nal ork of the Common Enemy! ? We do not want Experience in this 
hurch to convince us of the fatal Effe is of Diviſion. Shall we not learn 

Wiſdom from former Examples? The Strife *twixt the Herdſmen of 
lbraham and Lot, While the Canaanite was in the Land, Was 10 oe Dante | 


Prrous, chanit Was Scandalous. But enough of this. ; ELIE wi ö 
2323 . In 1 


nd let us make 4 Breach therein for us, and ſet a Ning in ihe Mid(f of it, even 
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3 In the Second Place, When Miniſters are bid Take heed fo all their Flock, I 
imports their Duty to know, be acquainred with, and concerned abou 
every one of their Charge, and that with ReſpeQ unto their ſeveral Ca 

ſes. Chriſt, the good Shepherd, proclaims of Himſelf, that He knew Hit 


Sheep by Name. And He rejoiced in it, when He was going off the Stage, 
that of all the Father had given Him He had loſt none, but the Son of Per dition. 
There is not a Soul bas our Charge but what we muſt account for t9 
600, and at our Hand will He require the ſame. The Inference then 
is very plain, that therefore we ought tobe concern'd about every Soul; 
the Neglect of which is highly provoking to GOD. The Diſraſed hat 
je not ſtrengihned, neither have ye healed that which was ſick, neither have) 
| bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which wa 
driven away, neither have ye ſought that which was loſt, ſays GOD to the 
Shepherds Exc. 34. 4. An Acquaintance with, and thinking upon the 

- ſeveral Conditions of thoſe of our Charge will ſuggeſt the moſt Affecting 
Thoughts to vs in our Retirments. . Ah! muſt we needs ſay to ourſelves 
When we look over the Rolls of our Congregation, here is One an un 
clean Perſon, there's another a profane Swearer, a third a habitual Drunk 

©. ard, a fourth a Sabbath Breaker, a fifth ſo Indifferent, that, in all Pro- 
bability, he never bow'd his Knee to GOD. Is it poſſible but this mul 
drive us to our Prayers for theſe poor periſhing Souls? Nay indeed this 
will diret us how and on what Subjects to Preach, and with what Fer 
Vvour we oughtto Preach. . Yea, this will direct us how we ought to Con 


P __ 


_ werſe with them, in Order to better them by our Copverſe. On the other bey 
Hand, from others of our Flock, when we look over the Lift of them] 2 
we may have a more comfortable View. Here's One has begun to ſce hot 


80D: There's a Broken · Hearted Sinner, labouring under ſenſible Con 
vid ions of Sin, and the Terrour of GOD's Wrath becauſe of it. Here! 
|” athird that is confirm'd in Grace, and is a ſhining Example of Holineſs 
This cannot but ſtirr us up to praiſe GOD on their Behalf, and quickenu 
to take all Pairstocheriſh theſe good Beginings : And this is the very Tak 
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ing heed to all the Flock that's required in the Text. =” 
Ibis Branch of the Text might be drawn out into many more Particu 
lars; but I am not willing, either to tranſgreſs the Time, er encroachu 

pon Your Patience too far. Tis ſurely the Concernment of all of us, up 
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the higheſt Accounts, -tocompl 15 in de Precept, and in good Earneſt ö 
to- Take heed to our ſeveral Flocks. The Text ſuggeſts to us, that the Ho- 
ly. Gho#has made as Overſeers over them. If ſo, then certainly He takes 
Notice of our Care of them: And GOD has aſſured us, that He will pu- | 
niſh our Neglect ofthem more Waysthawone. It will not be amiſs, in 
ſo many Words, to ſuggeſt the ſeveral Ways of GOD's puniſhing un 
W f-icbfoll Paſtors: Perhaps our preſent Circumſtances require, that we | 
Wl ſhou'd lay the Divine Threataings in this Caſe to Hearr. 
Fit, GOD has threatned in Caſe of NegleR to pour Contempt upon 
us, Mz. 2. 7. The Prieſts Lips ſhould keep KRpowledge, and they ſhoald ſeek | 
% Law at His Mouth: For He is the M-:ſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts. Bat 
eee departed out of the Way, ye have cauſed many to ſtumble at the Law, ye 

have corrupted the Covenant of Levi ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Therefore have 
Ialſo made you contempt ible before all the People, *Tis Viſible to every Body, 
that, in moſt Places of the Land, there is, within theſe few Years, a ſens 
ſible Dimiaution of that Regard and ReſpeR, that's due to the Miniſte- 
tal Character, and which uſed tobe pay'd thereto. This, no Doubt, 
in a great Meaſure owing to the Eadeavours of Adverſaries, and tothe {| 
Inconftancy of People, who have too much of the Athenian Temper in 
them, and are amuſed with the ExpeQations of what perhaps they may _ 
never ſee, and wou'd be a very great Judgment, if they ſhou'd.; Butt 
1c are too partial on our oun Side, if we take not Part, and a very great © | 
art too of the blame to ourſelves. Let us remember theſe weighty - || 
Words of GOD concerning Eli, Them that Honour Me 1 will Honoat BU 
het hey that deſpiſe Me ſhall be lightly efkeemed, © „ 
ny 24/, Miniſter's Neglect of their Flock will provoke GOD: 
ee otof the Miniſtry, Exzek, 34. 10. I will require my Flockat their Hand, 
-00 "4 cauſe them to ceaſe from feeding the Flock , neither (hall the Syepherds fel! 
I enſelves am more. If GOD, as He is threatning, ſhall eauſe our Houſes 
nels nd reſpective Places rofpew us out; it becomes us to think, whether 
ue ſhall not be obliged to ſay, not only by Way of Submiſſion to the So. 
TaSereigaty of GOD, but even upon Conviction of our Deſert, Righteous | 
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t thou, O Lord, in all that is come upon us. When the Salt hath loſt its sa. 
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to caſt them 
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by dur, it is fit for Nothing, but to be thrown out, and troden under Foot. 4 
— 34h, In Caſe of Neglect, we provoke GOD to ſend a Curſe upon ou. 


1 
$1 


3 | D | pO Ferſons, — 


B Perſoits; ood vpon an our N Ms. 2. 1. ide nom, 0 je Prieſt, 
this Communament is for 04, If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay to Heart, 


I to be meaſured by the Diſpenſations of Providence: But whena Mi 
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ta give, Glory unto My Name, ſaith the- LORD of Hoſts, I. will even ſei, 
| ba upon jou, and I will "PA your Bleſſings : Tea I have curſed ihem already, 
- becauſe ye do not lay it to Heart, And Hof. 4. 6. Becauſe thou haſt rejette 
'  Knowleag, I will alſo rejcct thee, that thou ſbalt be no Prie#t unto Me; Se 
lng thou bait. forgotten the Law of thy GUD, Twill alſo forget thy Children, 
Tis true, the Love or Hatred of GOD towards a Perſon is not always 


niſter feels himſeli affliged in his Perſon, and croſſed in his Concerns: 
and at the ſame Time his Conſcience reproaches him for Unfaithfulnch 


in his Office, he may juſtly conclude his eee be ihe. Accompliſh [i 
ment of theſe Threatnings. d 
In the Laſt Place, which is worſt of all, in Caſe of Uafaithfolneſs, GOL I 
will charge upon us the Blood of all thoſe. Souls that ſhall per iſh through t 
our Neglect. It is a Place of Scripture we all know well enougb, buf d 
- which we can never ſeriouſſy enough ponder. Son of Man, I have rad o 
ibee aWatchman to the Houſe of Iſrael: Therefore hear the IJ ord. at My Mouth T 
and give them Warning from Me, When I ſay unto the Wicked thou ſhallf ſ- 
Jarely die, and thou pgiveſt him not N. ar ning; nor ſpealteſt to warn the Hic 11 
from bis W icked. Way to ſave his Life; the [ame Wicked Mau ſhall die in hi « 
_ duiquity, bat his Blood will-I require at thine. Hand. Ezek. 3.47. An 1 
ob To be; charged with the. Blood of ROWS RULES inlerraa hear 80 
Damnation. Pt 


UK may. In ther next Place be asked, Hen is it that a Minister is to T. 
eed io bis Flock? The 5 General Head * give: an | Anſ w 
FM n And therefore... e Fir : Pe 


1 IN hs Third Place; Tobfarve Gold the Text, Tha it is 116 . th 
Miniſters to Feedthe Charchof GOD. What isthe lueral Import ot i A. 
Fieiding I have told in the Explication of the Words, . That it fig 24 
fies both TEACHING and GOVERNING.. It now only remains th 
ſhew' how. this is to bedote: And this I ſhall georg to do, vil me 
: 10 ammelin, and nee to. Governing: 1 
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IN the Fo Place, As FEEDING > PIG rein: G, how/ ih this i! 


Scriptures,” This muſt be his only Standard, nor muſt he, in the leaſt 1H 


others, I mean, by the Preachersoi the Prelatict Way. They firſt Teach | | 
4 


And then, Thar thoſe, who do not conform to then thus Impoſed, incurr Dam. + 
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to be done? Tothis I anſwer in the Five follow ing Particulars- 

Firſt, A Miniſter muſt Feed the Churchof G00 by preaching Sound. 
Doctrine, that ſo the Hearers may not drink in Poyſon inſtead of Milk. 
This is oſtimes enjoin'd, Titus 1. 9. Holding faſt the Faithfull Word, as - i 
he hath been taught, that he maybe able by SUUND DOCTRINE, both 10 I 
exhort and to convince the Gainſajers. And Chap. 2. 1. But ſþ-ak thou the 
Things which become SOUND DOCTRINE. If the People are command- 
ed, Tak? heed what ye hear, certainly Miniſters ought to take heed what , | 
they preach, Moſt Part of all the Errors and Hereſies that are abroad 


in the World were at firſt hatched; and afterwards propagated by Mi- 
niſters; which fhob'd make ſuch as eomę after the more cautious. No.]/ F? 


Miniſters may come to preach unſound Dodrine, not only through a 
per vet ſneſs of Mind; but alſo through ignorance or Lazineſs, when they 37 
themſelves do not underſtand bat they deliver, or have not duly confi> } ] 
dered it before they deliver it. In both theſe Caſes, they may ſtumble up- 
on Error without deſigning it; and yet after wards, for the ſaving their 11 
Reputation, may be tempredto turn obſtinate in the Defence of it, and 
ſo advance an Error to a Herefy. As a Miniſter then in his Life muſt 
ſhew himſelf a Pattern of Good Works; . fo in Doctrine he mult ſhew Un. || 
corruptneſs. Now, when U ſpeak. of Sound and Uncorrupt Dodrine, 
I mean thereby, ſuch as. is conform tothe Revelation of GOD in-the 1-1 
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Point, adventure to Teach for Dottrincs i he Commanilmients of Men. 

Indeed we muſt beſo far from Teaching ſuch Doctrines ourſelves, that 14 
we are under a Neceſſity, in the preſent Circumſtances, to caution the 
People committed to our Charge troin entertaining them hen taught h7 


1 


that the Church has à Power to Impoſe Ceremonies in the M. orſhip of GOD: 


nation. I do not know any Thing more Plain in allthe Scriptures, than 
that the Church has no ſuch Power, Imean, given Her by GOD; any; | 
more than She has a Power to Coin Articles of Faith: Conſequently,]' | 1 
it is tie molt preſumptuous Arrogancs to claim it. Belides, all Ceremo- 
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Full or more U/eful: For, iſ they do not ſerve either for Uſe or Ornament, 


— if 


they are Good ſor Nothing. But to ſay, that the Wretched Inventions 
| of Creatures can either Beawtify.or Perfect the Divine Inſtitutions; To 
ay astheir Great Men“ have ſaid over and over again, and publiſhed 
to the World in Print I that the Ordinances of GOD are VAMED and 
| -HUNGRT Things without ſuch Ceremonies, is, I affirm, a very horrid 
. dsc of Bliſphemy. The Impoſing of fach Ceremonies is ſo far from 
being an Argument why they ſhou'd beconformed to; that, on the Con. 
| | trary, for that very Reaſon, becauſe they are impoſed,they ought not tobe 
|} - conformed to; that ſo Church-men may be diſcouraged in their Impoſing 
Humour, which in all Ages they have been too much addicted to; and 
| that they may at length learn not to be Wiſer than Chriſt. Let the Ad. 
verſe Party call us by what Names they pleaſe for the Want of ſuch Ce- 
„ remonies: Let them invade GOD's Seat, and adjudge their Brethren 
to Damnation : Bleſſed be GOD, our Eternal State does not depend 
upon their Verdict: We are as ſure that Chriſt will abſolve us; as we 
are, that Ie abſolved His Diſciples for Eating with unmaſben Hands, 
| | though: contrary to the Tradition of the Elders, Whether they can ex- 
| Pei to be acquitted for making Terms of Salvation which G0 never 
* }- preferibed, is their Buſineſs, not ours to enquire. «© 

Now, that Miniſters may be capable of preaching ſound Doctrine, 'tis 
| + neceſſary that, as the Apoſtle exhorts, they give themſelves to Reading, 
| "eſpecially, to the Reading of GOD's Word, which is able to make the Man 


c, God Wiſe unto Salvation, perfect and throug hly furniſhed unto every good 


: 


| | Work, There is no ſupporting of a Church in our Days, now that Mi. 
racles are ceaſed, without a learned Miniſtry: Nor is there any Fen- 
| | Cing of People againſt Errors, without ſhewing them the Falſe Colours 
| | Wherewith they are plaiſter'd aver, and the ſolid and ſenſible Foundati- 
ons of the DoQrines they are Taught: But neither of theſe is to be done 
| | without hard Study. And as we muſt give Ourſelves to Reading, ſo allo 
to fervent Prayer to GOD for His Spirit to make us Under ſtand what o 
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MWMcbols. Defenſio Eccles. Anyl. Apparat. Edit. 244, P 11. Eccleſiæ ac Regni ordinibus ſimul, idque 
mature agentibus, ut ea Puritas, qua primæva Sæcula gaudebant, reſtituta eſſet Religioni; haud jam Pontificiorum 
| + Sarcinis Guuſtæ , neque antiquorum Rituum detracto honeſtamento, jejune ac macilentæ. 8 

Ib. P. 15. Sed Pfeude-Liturgia hæc, omnibus nudata Rit ibus et Ceremonijs, bians quoddam et je junum oſtende- 
C 2 Rp NY, = 
b. P. 17+ Hic loci, Cnoxij auſpicijs, adjutore operis Calvino, nova erigitur Eccleſia Veteri Anglicans in 


} omnibus ſere dedita opera, repugnans ; expulſis Ceremonijs nuda et famelica. 
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read. The Holy Ghoſt is called the * of Truth, and is abſolutly ne- 
ceſlary to conduct us in the Way of Truth. The Gift of the Spirit is 
not to be expected without asking. But being asked, we may, with® || 
greater Aſſurance, expect the ſame, than the Deareſt Child can expect 
any Goòd Thing from the moſt Affactionate Father in the World. 

WM Secondly, A Miniſter muſt Feed the People with Neceſſary and Subſtantial: - * 
Doctrine. Tis true, all the Truthsof GOD are valuable, and whatever 
He has been pleaſed to Reveal, we ought to be carefull to Teach: Vet cer. 
tainly all theſe Truths are not equally Neceſſary; and therefore a Miniſter 
ought molt frequently to inſiſt upon, and moſt ſeriouſly to Inculcate ſuch + : 
as are molt ſo; ſuch as one cannot be Ignorant of and be Saved. The 
Knowledg ofa Crucifyed Chriſt, of the Covenant of Grace, the Princi- 
plesupon which it depends, and the Doctrines that flow from it, the 
Terms of Salvation tendered thereby, the Nature of Faith and Repen- 
tance, the abſolute Neceſſity of both, and of Good Works, and a Holy = 
Life, in Order to-Happineſs, muſt be, as we uſed to ſay, even Summer'd 
x- Wand Winter'd to People, and gone over and over again with them. For, 
er WM notwithſtanding People's Conceit of their Knowledg, and all their Pre- 
eences to it; yer, 'tis certain, there are not a few, that have not ſo much 
tis Nas a tolerable Kno wledg of the Great Doctrines of Chriſtianity: And the 
2, MKnowledg they have, if it may be called Knowledg, conſiſts rather in 
an Terms and Words and Phraſes, than of the Things themſelves. A little 
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od Converſe with them will diſcover, that they know very little of the Mean· 
li- Ming of theſe Phraſes they are furniſh'd with, or of the Grounds and Re. 


ſons of them, nor have any ſenſible Notion in their Minds correſponding 


urs to them. And then, almoſt the Generality of People are unconvinced of 
ati · the Neceſſity of Holineſs and Good Works. The Notion they have of 
one NChriſtianity is, that it is a Contrivance, whereby they may be ſaved at 
ll Hlaſt, though they live very ill Lives here, if they can but attain to a little 
me 


Sorrow for their having done ſo, when they are a Dying. This deſttuctive 
Notion, which is the very Cut-Throat of Souls, they muſt, if poſſible, 
be preached out of, and aſſured and perſuaded, that without Holineſs, 
hat is, a Holy Life, they cannot ſee GOD. See how peremptorly it is 
equired of Miniſters to inſiſt on theſe Things, Titus 3.8, This is a faith. 
ul .Saying, and theſe Things I will that thou affirm conſtantly, that they iy 1 
F bs „ „„ eee, 
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; 9 obliging, becauſe 1407 are che Tranſcript of His Nature which 
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| ruption, and perhaps the Complex ion of their Nature, Theſe who are o 
a2 proud and High Spirit have uch an Opinion of che Stren gth of thei 
| Reaſon, that they ering FRAU the External Propoſal of fe Motive" 


rit for giving a Turn to the Mind, to conquer their Corruptions, and 
to excite them to, and enable them for Duty; and therefore, in a ver) 
profane Manner, they make a jeſt of Infuſea or Iiberent Grace, Suche 
gain as are of lazy Tempers, and either are not accuſtomed to Thinking 
| and Reaſoning, or are unwilling toundergothe Labour of it, and of v ha 
the doing ſo wou'd put them upon; fuch I ſay, love dearly to hear ofat 
eaſie Scheme of Religion, which conkaes it ſelf to the embracing of Pri 
miſes, and diſpenſes with the performing of Daties. Which of theſe tw 


ven lyes in the Midſt bet wixt them: And that 8 People muſt i | 


as if without them they cou'd do Nothing, as indeed they cannot: aſt 
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3 ce? 
he believed i in God; ks be WA to maintain Gbook. LF JOE _ 
Now, for doing this-ſucceſſfully,” tis neceſſary: to inculcate upon e 
ae Notion of the Nature of the Goſpel: That it does nor conſiſt meer · 
= of Promiſes and Privileages, but Precepts too: And that we areoblig. 
ed to the Obſervance of them, not only upon a Principle of Gratitude; 


hut by Virtue of the Authority of G00, which, in Moral Precepts, is 


cannot change: Nay, that we are obliged to the Obſervance of them by 
Virtue of the Sandton” of the Goſpel, which has incorporated the Moral 
La into it ſelf, and isthereby become the Law of Chriſt, being injoined 
by Him as Mediator, and Obedience toit eaforced hy Motivesand Argu- 
ments which the Law itſelf did not afford. Chriſt is our King and Lam. 
Gi ver as well as our Prieſt, He is Lord as well as Jeſas ; and therefore 
His Yuthority is to be urged for our ere as well as His n ofiet 
ed for our Happim s. 

Armiuianiſm and „ are the Two Batcethes iato one or 
Gib of which moſt Part of People are apt to be car ried, through the Cor: 


ofthe Goſpel) to be ſufficient, withour'the Internal Operation of the Spi 


Extremes is the more Dangerous, I will not take upon me to determine 
But Iam well perſuaded, that both the Truth and the Right Way to He: 


tavght, on the one Hand, 'to be as carneſt for the Influences of the 7 


the other Hand, to obe as e he Practice of Poligald and all Cari nice 


* — 8 


2 * * = , 
, 


9 6 1 4 0 a : * * 4 — 
a, N — — 5 * — F ” 1 % 
: * 4 | 


— 


— 4 


n Duties, as if it were not poſſible otherwiſe to reach Heaven, as it ig 
(( ̃ or opus, 


The Goſpel does indeed admit of Repentance, which the Law did not? 
t promiſes Pardon through Chriſt, which the Law did not. It makes 


ſiſpoſe them for Heaven. And the Unconverted muſt be taught, That 


rithin the Pale of the Church; not indeed relates to ſuch, as is plain 


What was not called by My Name. 


8 ; 1 K : 


as no ſuch Praftice known in the Apoſtle's Days. And tho it 
HeWlightaing 'em: Let, the doing it, in Order to give the ſeveral Accep- 
aſt bÞ0i00s of em, is generally but ſomuchloſt Time: And the doingit, in Or- 


put er to the giving the ſeveral Senſes of Learn'd Men upon 'em, is apt tobe 


OHaſtrued Affectation, and an unſeaſonable Shew of Reading, which Few 
E | 


hriſſÞuke that have much of it. That then is not the Meaning of the Word; 
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Offer of Supernatural Grace, which the Law did not; And in the Uſe of 
the Means, which GOD has appointed, it affords the ſame, Theſe pe- 
culiarities make the Goſpel a very Gracious Diſpenſation indeed: Bug 
o dream, that it diſpegſes with Obedience, is to magnifie the Mercy + 
GOD at the Expence of His HolinefS. Plainly, even ſuch as think them. 
Elves converted, or ſuch as Miniſters think ſo, muſt be taught, that it is 
blolutly neceſſary that they ſubdue their Paſſions, Mortify their Luſts, 
xerciſe Grace, perform Duty, in Order to goto Heaven; in Order to 


he) cannot expect Converting Grace, but inthe Uſe of the Means whick 
OD has preſcribed. ?Tis true, GOD mercifully ſurprizes and overtakes - 
dme with His Grace, even while they are ina Career of Sin; but there 
$no Promiſe, in all the Scripture, to aſſure any one that this ſhall be his 
ale. That Paſſage of Scripture, aiah 65. 1. Tam found of them that 
17 ht me not, expreſſes only a Sovereign AQ of Grace in the Calling of 
Je Gentiles; but gives not the leaſt Encouragement to Negligeat Perſons 


om the following Words, I ſaid, Behold me, Behold me, unto « Nation 
Thirdly, A Miniſter mult | Feed the Flock ſo, as that every one of m 
ay have their due and particular Portion. 2 Tim. 2. 15, Study toſhew 
elf approved io GOD, a Workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly 

VD the Word of Truth. Dividing, what is that? Is it, that he 
dou'd be Nice in Dividing the Words of the Text? No, tbers 


e allowable enough, when the doing ſo contributes any thing to the 
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but it is either a Metaphor borrowed Fon the Prieſts, who after cutting rhe 
| - Sacrifice after a preſcribed Manner, were to diſtribute the Several Parts ac: 
| cording to Appointment: Or it is a Metsphor borrowed from Stewards, why 
divide toevery one of the Houſhold their Portion. Thus muſt Miniſter 
Ado, whoare the Stewards of the Myſteries of GOD. They muſt fo Preach, thi 
every one may find himſelfin the Sermon. A Miniſter needs only read 
Dyer the Epiſtles to Timothy and-Titas for DireQionshow to Preach.” For | 
des the Apoſtle enjoined them to preach, ſo ought every Miniſter to preach” 
Now what Directions does He give them? Why, That they ſhou'dapM” 
| . Þly themſclvesto the particular Claſſesof Men and Women. That the 
| .. How'd put them in Mind of their reſpective Duties. How they are 1. 
to Demean themſelves as Maſters, Servants, Parents, Children, Huff“ 
bands, Wives, Widows, Poor or Rich; How they areto carry toward“ 
| _ their Magiſtrares, Miniſters, and one another. Theſe are the Thing, 
| ' the Apoſtle calls Sound Doctrine, Titus 2. b 
| © © Tknow very well, when Miniſters inſiſt on theſe Things, unleſs they" 
| Handle'em with great Dexterity, there are too many whoare apt io wet ac 
| © Jy, and ready to ſay, that they knew alltheſe Things before Hand. But'i 
| their Ignorance makes them Talk at that Rate: For, tis certain they nel 
| ther kao them, nor are convinced of them; otherwiſe we ſhou'd ſee a 
| *©therFace upon the World. There weu'd be no ſuch Thing as carel«” 
Parents, Unnatural Children, Diſhoneſt Servants, or Unjuſt Maſt ei, 
| Murmuring Poor, or Proud and Hard Rich Men, did People know an 


oy N 


_ © wereconvinc'd of theſe Things. 


Others again, who havea'TinQure of Antinomianiſm, are apt tocall t 
inſiſting on ſuch. Subjects Moral Preaching ; but the Truth is, ſuch Perlot 
| - feem not to know: What either Religion or Morality means. is tru 
if Miniſters, urge theſe Duties meerly upon Moral Arguments, up 
uch only as Natural Reaſon ſuggeſts, and which are te be met withi 
| the Writiggs ofthe Heathen: Philoſophers, without inſiſting like wiſe c 
| the Authority and Example of Chriſt, and ſuch other Topicks as are! 
Culiat to the Goſpel; they can neither be juſtifyed nor excuſed... B 
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— other wiſe, Moral Duties are not only a Part of Religion, but a moſt ſu be 


tantial Part to the Neglect of which cauſes the Goſpel to be.evilſpok = 
of. The practical Part of Inſtituted Religion is ſuperſtruded upon Ne © 
|, ea Religion. And that one ſhou'd!-be. a G Chriſtian, who is not 
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come'the bv of a virtuous Pagan; That one ſhou'd bea Saint of GOD? 
bad 


nd.yeta bad Husbandor undutifull- Wife; In a Word, that one ſhowd | 
be Godly, who yet is not Moral, is ſuch diſtracted Nonſenſe, as is not to | 


be tolerated. 


- Foarthly, Miniſters are to Feed the Flock with Diligence. See with . | 
what Vehemence the Apoſtle injoins this, 2 Tim. 4. T. I charge thee be. 
fore GOD, and the Lord Jeſas Chriſt, who ſhall judge the Quick and the Dead _ 
ut His Appearing, and His Ming dom: Preachthe Word, be inſtant in Seaſon, 
put of Seaſon ; And indeed He preſcribed to others no more than He praQtif- | 
ed Himſelf, as you ſee in this Chapter. A Miniſter muſt not think ite? 
nough that he Dringles out the Glaſs on the Lord's Day. No. His pa- 
rochial Viſitations, his Examinations, his viſiting the Sick, his daily Con- 
jerſe, ina Word, his whole Life muſt be a Preaching. Minifters ares 
called Ambaſſadours, Angels, Builders,  Labourers, Overſeers, Servants, | 
hepherds, Stewards, Rulers, Watchmen, all of 'em importing Labour  _ | 
ind Diligence. Sloath is not for Miniſters of the Goſpel. It is the Chas 1 
ter only of Idol Shepherds, that they are Sleeping, hing down, aud loving 
amber. Wherefore, that Miniſters may ply their Work as they onghr, 
hey muſt abſtraò themſelves from the Affairs of the World, asmuchas | 
offible. They are called Souldiers, and 20 Man, faith the Apoſtle, hae 
1 Wurreh, entangleth himſelf with the Afairs of this Life, that he may pleaſe him 
W's hath called him tobe a Soldier, r. 
In ſpecial, a Miniſter ought to be Diligent before Hand in prepat- 
ig What he is to deliver, and not ſatisfy himſelf with coming up © 
0 the Pulpit, and putting off the Time and his Audience, with a Parcel 
Crude, Confuſed, Indigeſted Stuff, and then call it Preaching. No. 
is not Preaching, but a throwing Contempt on that Solema Ordinance. 
e ought to confider with himſelf before Hand, whether, what heisto 
liver islikely (o Edify the People: Whether they may be ever the Bet- 
ror Wiſer ſor it; otherwiſe he preaches to no Purpoſe, and but Starves 
ic People, inſtead of Feeding their Souls. Tis Neceſſary therefore a4 
iniſter take Time for his Work, and, as the Apoſtle exhorts, Meairate 
%eſe Things, and give himſelf wholly to them. Icou'd never think it a 
mmendable Character of a Miniſter, to bave it {aid of him, that lie 
aches off Hand, or upon little or no Study. He ought not to do fo, if | 
A 7 x ed 


= d do otherwiſe. The adventuring it is an Argument ol his i | 
| Raſhneſs and Culpable Confidence, rather than of his Ability. We 
| ought 20t 70 ſerve GOD with that phil coſts us Nothing. The preaching f 
bold the Goſpel is a Work of that Nature that might make Angels tremble. WW" 
We are not now under immediate Inſpiration; and therefore can expect Hd 
1 
: 
P 
k 


> 5 .% 
i 3 ©. - 


fs 


| to befurniſhed only in a Way of Means vis. Serious Conſideration of 

the Caſe ofthe People to whom we are to Preach, Fervent Prayer to 

} GOD, Diligent Reading, and Deep Meditation. 

| - . Fifthly, A Miniſter is to Feed the Flock according to their ſeveral Capa. 

| . tes, miniſtring Milk to ſome, Strong Meat to others, according to their oj 
| -Attainments. Tis not a ſufficient Diſcharge ofthe great Duty of Preach: 
ing, to inſiſt ſtill upon ſome two or three Common Heads: For if People 

gare not taught more, how ſhall they, know more? But they are to bei te 
led, as they can bear and receive it, throughthe whole Sy ſtem of the ArWo! 
tticles and Duties of Chriſtianity. And if ſomething were ſuggeſted, into 
| - very Exerciſe of Preaching, which is not ſo commonly known ; I mara 
; 2 leaſt Doubt, but it wou'd tend both to the Honour of GOD, thę to 
Credit of the Miniſtry, and the Reputation of Preaching: And ſome F. 
I find have uſed this Method with Succeſs. I do not by all this mean fl 
that Miniſters ſhou'd vent abſtruſe Notions. No. The mixing of Mü 
fits with Divinity, and the Attempting to Explain Myſteries, which L. 
the Scripture has only propoſed to be Believed, has done Abundance dfffiih 
Miſchief, and created many fruitleſs Diſputs and ſcandalous Diviſion Ar 
But I mean, that there are a great many Things very Plain in their out 
Nature, which yet are not commonly known, and therefore ought tob 
I need not Trouble you to add, That Preaching is to be managed oth 
2 Simple Unaffe ed Stile of Language, intelligible to the Meaneſt, anffran 
VFae.t not nauſeous to thoſe of a better Taſte. This certainly may be attainſthe 
| ' <dto, if one takes Pains: For, tis a ſure Rule, That Good Languagſthe 
is always eaſie. We are not indeed to affect Excellency of Speech ;. yet, ff 
leid Eccl. 12. 10, That the Preacſir ſought to find. out accept able Mord. I 
Airy Flights on the one Hand, and a Creeping Meanneſs on the otheiſto | 
are Extremes to be equally ſnunned. A ſound Man and a wholeſome Awe 
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derne Shes þ hes craye Niceties; yet moſt Men "ERR to eat . . 


des, Words are the Vehicle of Thoughts: And the more clear, pro- 
per and ſignificant the Words are, the deeper Impreſſion does the 
Thought make. Obſcurity is a certain Sign that the Speaker either un- 1 
derſtands not the Thing wherof he ſpeaks, or is not duly. Maſter of the.” 1 
Language in which he ſpeaks. And 'cis very poſſible, one may be even 
a Critick in the Learnꝰd Languages, w who yet is very Ignorant of the Pro- 
priety of his Mother Toague; which is certainly an Imperfection, and 
ſens both his Reputation aud the Succeſs which his Doctrine might. | 
otherwiſe have had. From all which it appears, that Pains ſhou'd be 1 
taken fot acquiring even this Talent. ml 

Aboveall a Miniſter ought to beware of Unbecoming Geſtares, 80 oft Ut. wo 
tering any Thing that may juſtly excite Laughter in his Hearers. Either 
of theſe quite marrs that Frame which is required in Hearing. He ouzat 


e 


Matter the Salvation of Souls is. The Goſpel of a Crucified Chriſt is 
too ſerious a Subject to be mix'd with any Thing that's Ludicrous oer 
Fraathy. And however Tempting a Start of Wit may be, which may 
fiſh itlelf in upon him in the Heat of Diſcourſe, yet he ought rather to 
ſnother it, Than give Occaſion to his Hearers either of Laughter or 
Ligbineſs. This ſame Apoſtle, who requires UNCORRUPT WES! in 
the Matter of our Doctrine, requires allo Gravy in the Delivery of it. 
And the moſt natural Mean for attaining toourward Gravi4y is inward: Sin- 
terity): And therefore the Apoſtle Titus 2. 7. joins em bath togerber, 
the Latter to be a Help to the Former. Every Man, that wou'd perſuade, 
muſt have the ſame Acfections of Soul in himſelf that he you'd beget in 
Mothers, Without theſe, be cannot ſo much as ſpeak with ſuch a due 419M 
rance, but that one will be able almoſt to ſee through the Veil, and toread 
the Miſgivings of his Heart inthe 6 e His Face. 50 mn e J 
Ihe Duty of Feeding as that ſignifies 1 caching. „C . 9 
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38.4 


IN the Serv Place, as FEEDING f Seele Genin „ 
o be done? Iconfeſs my ſelf tobe very Incapable to give ſuch an An- 
ſwer to this as it deſerves, and that upon very mann Account 1 ſhall: 
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to remember where he is, whoſe Work he is doing, and what a weighty A 
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Fir, When a Miniſter is call'd . Reprove Sin, wherher in the Exerciſe 
| of Diſcipline or otherways, he ought to do it with a faithful 1 ok 
| . Impartiality, mot as ſeeking to pleaſe Men, but GOD who ſearcheth the Hart, 
! To this Parpoſethe Apoſtle injoins 1. Tn. 5. 20. Them that Sin Rebuke 
|. beforeall, that others alſo may fear: And then He adds, I charge thee before 
| , GOD and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Elect Angels that thou obſerve theſe 
| _ Things, without preferring one before another; doing Nothing by Partiality, 
{ _ I know it may be objected againſt this, That ſuch a Freedom and Im- 
partiality will. offendand irritate People. Tanſwer, True, It may do ſo; 
And yet at the ſame Time it may Ediſy them: For, *tis very poſſible, 
That, that which Diſpleaſes People may do them Good; and that which 
| pleaſesthemmay ſcandalizethem; I mean, may be ſuch'a Stumbling Block 
tothem, as may encourage them in Sion. The Arghmeant of pleaſing or diſ- 
| - pleaſing Men, when it ſtands in Competition with the Diſcharge of Duty 
and a good Conſcience, ought never to be liſt'ned to. We diſpleaſe 
| People if we do Reprove Sin; but we Diſpleaſe GOD if we do not. 
What Proportion isthere *twixt theſe two Arguments? We are oblig'd 
to ſuffer Martyrdom, if call'd thereto, for the Sake of a Truth: And ſhall 
we not venture the Anger of Men for the Sake of Daty? Duty is as Con- 
| © ſiderable as Truth ; and Vice as hurtfull to the Soul as Error. Wherfore, 
| a Miniſter muſt reſolve to be Couragious for the LORD, and Tax Peo- 
| ple's Vices with the ſame Freedom they commit them. There is hardly 
| aServant among Men, but will ſtand up fer his Maſter's Intereſt, and 
| Vindicate his Honour: It were Sad, ſhou'd the Servants of Chriſt be the 
only Cowards. However, for ſhunning of Irritation, the Apoſtle has 
given an Excellent Direction to Miniſters, how they are to manage their 
Keproofs 2. Iim. 4. 2. Reprove, Rebuke, Exhort, with all long - Suffering 
and Doctrine. With all Doctrine, that is, a Miniſter ought to apply him- 
| ſelf to the Underſtanding and Conſcience of the Sinner; and Convince 
him of the Evil, Folly, and Danger of the Sin for which he Reproves 
him. With all Long - Suſſering, that is, he ought to Treat the Sinner with 
a due Gentleneſs, endeavouring to Reſtore ſuch « one in the Spirit of Meck: 
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Now when a Reproof is managed by theſe Rules, one muſt be of more 
than à Erutal Rudeneſs, if he be irritated thereby. But, if he be, as in. 
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deed there are ſome Sinners, not only Impudent and Obſtinate, but Blu- 


ring. too; "tis Neceſſaryto rub his Sores with Salt and Vinegar, thae 
he may feel em ſmart. If this Courſe don't: teclaim Him, it will at leaſt; 4 
ſcare Orbers. Shall Sinners be Impudentinthe-Devils Cauſe, and Mini 
ſters not Reſolute in GOD's? No, if the Sinner will not be reclaimed, he 
maſt at leaſt be ſtruck out of Countenance: And for this we have the Ex- 
ample of the Apoſtle Paul, who treated Elymas the Sorcerer with great 
Sharpneſs for perverting the Right Ways of the Lord, O Fall of all Subtil. 
9) and all Miſchief, thou Child of the Devil, thou Enemy of all Righteouſneſs, 
Acts 13. 10. We have the Example of John the. Baptiſt, Who call'd the 
Phariſees and Sadducecs a Generation of Vipers to their Face Matth. 3. 9: 
We have the Example of the Apoſtle James, Who beftows the Names of ©: 
Adulterers and Adultereſſes upon ſuch Worldlings, as masked their Co» | 


vetouſneſs and Oppreſſion under the Proſeſſion of Chriſtianity, James 4. 


Greed, Malice and Diſſimulation intitled them to. 


Secondiy, When we are called to act in Judicator ies, 


that, in that Caſe, we are not only a COURT. and therefore ought to ob · 
ſerve Order; but a SPIRIT VAL COURT too, whereof Chriſt is the In- 


utmoſt; Reverence. That Paſſage of Scripture Matth. 18. 20, Where 


ſhall pronounce: agreably to His Laws; So, 
to behave our ſelves as becomes ſuch a Preſence. - 


— 


— 


in. Men, a ſiafull Emulation is apt to diſcover it ſelf: And Hiſtorians ha 


& arc | ries, ig which, Mea. 
ſures are laid doun for right Governing of the People, tis Neceſſary,, | 
we behave our ſelves with a ſuitable Decency. We ought to remember 


two or three are gathered together in My Name,. there am I in the Midff' | 
of them, may indeed beapplyed to Worſhipping Aſſemblies, but it ſeems. {| 
from the Context to have been originally intended for the Judicatories of | 
the Church. And: as, for our Eneovragment under all. Oppoſition ;; it 
directly Contains a Promiſe, that He will ratify all ſuch Sentences as we 
it tacitly implies our Duty 


i "KP dream 
ed not been wanting to remark, that chere has been as much: ofthis ſeen iu 


; | 


4. Nay, we have the Example of Chriſt, who was Meek neſs it ſelf, and 
yet turns theſe ſtale Hy pocrites, the Scribes and Phariſees, out of theie 
Folds, with the Greateſt Freedom; and. gives them ſuch Names astheir 


viſible Preſident; and that therefore we ſhould carry our ſelves with the 
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Eiclſtatia, Courts, as in any other. But, the obſerving the Apoſtle; 
| Rule to Timothy 1 Ep. Chap. 5. 1, wou'd be an excellent Preſervative 
| apainſt this, viz. That we Who ar e Younger ſhou'd intreat ſuch as are 
| Elder os Fathers; And that they again ſhouꝰ d intreat us as Brethren... The 
| --meaning of Which is, not meerly, that we {hou'd complement eachother 
Withtheſe Compellations ; That were a very poor Way of anſwering the” 
Precept; But, that our Behaviour, towards each other reſpeQvely, 


* 


ſhou'd be ſuch as befits theſe. relative Characters. 


Aged Men, may be ſuppoſed to have a greater Extent of Know ledg, 
and their Kuowledg to be better digeſted through their long Experience, 
than can ordinarly be preſumed of Younger Men: And therefore a great 
|  Repatrd is, to be had to the Motions they make. Days ſhould ſpeak, ani 
| Miultitude of Tearsſpould reach Wiſtom, fays Eli, Job 32. 7: There i 
| - _ ſometimes too much of an Edge upon the Spirits of Young Men, which 
Wants tobe tempered by the Gravity of the Elder; if, like too hardy Pi. 
| Jots, we wou'd not run the Vellel of the Church on the ſame Shelves, 
| © Which, Rehoboam's Green-headed Counſellors ſplitted the State upon. It 
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ies 
is not only oe e eee 5 — of n Ru 6 
E hen 39 CH lev bin ſe Fpromdh ig the oe 
Bur then, Old Men have their Infirmities too. 80 layers before citeÞ'! 
Eliba Verſe 9. Great Men are not always wiſe: - Neither do the Aged underſtand ( 
| _ Faudgment. They are ſubject to fall into Miſtakes, as well, though not {1 
ſo frequently, as Young Men; for all the Sons of Adam are fallible. Ander 
then, when they do fall into them, they are apt to prove incorrigible In 
For, Poſitiveneſs creeps in upon Men with Age. They turn Impatien ., 
of Contradiction; and fancy, it ſtands upon their Reputation, not to re ot 
cede from what they once propoſed; as if it wou'd reflect upon theiſf,©. 
- Underſtanding to yield. And, if ſuch as are Younger. adventure to ad uk 
viſe contrary to their Sentiments, they are apt inſtantly to daſh%em in th pre 
|” "Teeth, as Job's Friends did him Chap. 15. 9. 10 What knoweft thou th L 
we knom not? What under ſtandeſt thou which is not in us? * With as are bolſere 
the Gray headed and very aged Men, much elder than thy Father. Let all th 8 
Was meer Humour in them, and very unreaſonable Humour too. Fon; 
Job, though the Younger Man, was, by the Teſtimony of GOD Hach 
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ſelf, more in the Right than they: And ſo, tis 


by the Aged, that ſo, they may pay a due Reſpect totheir Junger Bre- 
jet, There is a Spirit in Man, andthe Inſpiration of the Almighty giveth On. 


Wirr ſtanding ; and that ſometimes, as the Context intimates, is given asthe | 
Woccial Gift of 600, rather than the Preduct of Years, Beſides, the 
lettle of the Youngeris neceſſary, to give Life and Spirit to the Counſels 

the Elder; no leſs than th Gravity ofthe Elder is, to moderate the Fire } 
nd Forwardneſs of Youth. For which Reaſon, tis plainly needfull, * |} 
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bat a mutual Regard be payꝰd on both Sides. 


F 


no 
And 
, 
len 
O fle 


ey are neither the Beſt nor the Wiſeſt Men who cheriſh them. My 


0 ad 
in th 
thi 


Pi inifter? Can there any Thing make me more odious to GOD or 
Fohhn: than to be provoked to Emulation againſt my Brother, by that | 
rx,0Þ<h ou d excite my n He has, perhaps, injured or offen. 


other, perhaps, o ertops me in Gifts and Influence: Muſt Ithere- 


ant And, fo, *cis poſſible, the like may 

fall out in many other Inſtances, tothe End of the World: In which 
Caſe, Tears and Underſtanding are never to be laid in the Ballance againſt 
other; Solomon having given a very plain Deciſion betwixt ?em Eccles. 4. 
13. Better is 4 poor and wiſe Child, than an old and feoliſh Ring, who will no 
more be admoniſhed. - Tis neceſſary therefore, this ſhou'd be remembred 


I hope, I need not add, that making Factions and Parties in Judicato- 
es, is both a moſt Hainous and Scandalous Sin. As to that Unity, that 
ug ht to be obſerved in public Matters, I have hinted at it before: But 
am now ſpeaking of driving Factions on particular Concerns. Ho 
ual ſoever Clubing and Cabaling may be in Civil Courts; yet Nothing 
the World can be more contrary to the Nature of an Eccleſiaſtick Court; 
7 Openeſs of Soul, a Diſintereſtedneſs, and Freedom from Byaſsand | 
aſſion, being the eſſentially neceſſary Characters of all the Conſtituent, | 

embers of ſuch Courts. Faction and Partying, are Children ofan ill 
ind, the Iſſue of Envy, Jealouſy and Selt-Conceit. Certainly then 


heike make a Party againſt him, to Ran him donn, as the Fhraſeis? 
luſt my Eye be Evil towards him, becauſe GOD is Good ? Is it poſ- 
le there can be a greater Argument of Littleneſs of Soul, than 8 2 
Practice? Where is there the Generoſity of a Man in it? Where is 
ere the Se. Denial of a Chriſtian? Where is there the Spirituality of 
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ren: For, though Wiſdom is moſt uſually the Fruit of the Almond Tree; q 
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|  Regatd is, to be had to the Motions they make. Days ſhould ſpeak, and 


Po 


ſometimes too much of an Edge upon the Spirits of Young Men, which 


| tots, we wou'd not run the Veſſel of the Church on the ſame Shelves 
which, Rehoboaw's Green - headed Counſellors ſplitted the State upon. I 
zs not only ee ee ec A F een g Ae FE 
| in upon. any ocier, when th Clld behaves unſel proud gain the Ae 
Bur then, Old Men have their Infirmities too. 1 before cited tl 
Eliha Verſe q. Great Men are not always wiſe: - Neither do the Aged underſtand ( 
| _ Jadement. They are ſubject to fall into Miſtakes, as well, though not al 
Jo frequently, as Young Men; for all the Sons of Adam are fallible. An Ky 
' -then; when they do fall into them, they are apt to prove incorrigible Inc 
For, Poſitiveneſs creeps in upon Men with Age. They turn Impatienſſ*? 
of Contradiction; and fancy, it ſtands upon their Reputation, not to re ort 
cede from what they once propoſed; as if it wou'd reflect upon theiſ© 
Ducderſtanding to yield. And, if ſuch as are Younger. adventure to ad uſt 
| viſe contrary totheir Sentiments, they are apt inſtantly to daſhꝰem in th Ie | 
| Teeth, as 25 Friends did him Chap. 15. 9. 10 What knoweſt thou thi bra 
' meknow not? What anderſtande#t thou which is not in us? With as are bot "ne, 
the Gray headed and very aged Men, much elder than thy Father. Vet all th. "y 
Was meer Humour in them, and very unreaſonable Humour too. Fof “; 
Job, though the Younger Man, was, by the Teſtimony — ach 
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ſelf, mote in the Riehr tap they: 49d. fe, 'tis poſſible, the like may 
fall out in many other Inſtances, to the End of the World: In Which 
Caſe, Tears and Underſtanding are never to be laid in the Ballance againſt 
other; Solomon having given a very plain Deciſion betwixt em Eccles. 4. 
13. Better is 4 poor and wiſe Child, than an old and feoliſh Ring, who will no 
more be ad moniſbed. Tis neceſſary therefore, this ſhow'd be remembred- 
by the Aged, that fo, they may pay a due Reſpect to their Tounger Bre- 
Wibren : For, though Wiſdom is moſt uſually the Fruit of the Almond Tree; 

jet, There is a Spirit in Man, andthe Inſpiration of the Almighty giveth Un: | 
"Wrr/fanaing ; and that ſometimes, as the Context intimates, is given asthe 
1 pecial Gift of GOD, rather than the Preduct of Years, Beſides, the 
ettle of the Younger is neceſſary, to give Life and Spirit tothe Counſels 
7 the Elder; no leſs than th Gravity otthe Elder is, to moderate the Fire 
d Forwardneſs of Youth. For which Reaſon, *tis plainly needfull, 
5; Wat a mutual Regard be pay'd on both Sides. es 
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I hope, I need not add, that making Factions and Parties in Judicato» _ 
es, is both a moſt Hainous and Scandalous Sin. As to that Unity, that 
ught to be obſerved in public Matters, I have hinted at it before: Bur 
am now ſpeaking of driving Factions on particular Concerns. How 

ſualſoever Clubing and Cabaling may be in Civil Courts; yet Nothing 
the World can be more contrary to the Nature ofan Eccleſiaſtic Court; 

1 Openeſs of Soul, a Diſintereſtedneſs, and Freedom from Byaſs and 
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we ſion, being the eſſentially neceſſary Characters of all the Conſtituent , 


10 embers of ſuch Courts. Faction and Partying, are Children ofan ill 
"ble ind, the Iſſue of Envy, Jealouſy and Self- Conceit. Certainly then 
ende are neither the Beſt nor the Wiſeſt Men who cheriſh them. My 
* other, perhaps, o ertops me in Gifts and Influence: Muſt Ithere- 
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theilt, make a Party againſt him, to Ran him doan, as the Phraſeis? | 
ozdhuſt my Eye be Eviltowards him, becauſe GOD is Good ? Is it poſ. 
y LY le there can be a greater Argument of Littleneſs of Soul, than ſuch - 4 


Ipradtice? Where is there the Generoſit) of a Man in it? Where is 

ere the Self- Denial of a Chriſtian? Whereis there the Spirituality of 
inifter? Can there any Thing make me more odious to GOD or 

Fan, than to be provoked to Emulation againſt my Brother, by that 
nich ſhou'd excite as He has, perhaps, injured or offend» 
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[ ed me: Why, ſo have! G00. 22 ſhall I not forgive my Bro- 
U ther ſome few Pence, upon His Command who Forgives me ſome: T hou- 
| find Talents? He his, perhaps, taken ſome falſe Steps in his Conduct: 
Bot am! ſure I ſhall never do the like my ſelf? If his Fault be very 
| Great, That, alas, is ſufficient to ruin him, without the Neceſſity of 
I Blaking's Party againſt him. If it be a lighter Treſpaſs, and rather an 
A of Imprudence, than a Crime; ſurely I:ovght to Conſider my ſelf, 
| Jeaft I alſo be tempied. We ſee then, upon all Conſiderations, how 
| -naccountable FaQion is. Let me therefore ſhut up this- with the A. 
| pdftle's Exhortation, Le, Brotherh Tous canine. 
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| * Thirdly, For Governing the Flock aright, ſpecial Care muſt be taken 
' eſpecially. in the preſent, Circumſtances, that the Vigour of DISC 
PVE be kept up. This is the Crook GOD has put in the Hand, 
of the Spiritual Shepherds for managing the Flock: And, if I am not 
miſtaken, we will find the Wielding ir one of rhe hardeſt Pieces of 
our Wark. ?Tis too evident, to be any longer diſſembled, that, how 
Feuer we may have the Countenance of the Law on 'our Side; yer, vf pt 
have not the Countenance of all ſuch as Execute it. Whatever Oppofff ar 
tion therefore they may give us, we are certainly to expect very lit of 


Aliſbancè from them. Let, this ought to be very far from diſcouraging w 
|. us: For, beſideg that our Bleſſed Lord has promiſed to Bind in Heaviſl be 
whatever we, according to the Rules of rhe Goſpel, Bind on Earth: B fo! 
| fides this, I ay; we 3 that the Vigour of the Chriſtian Diſciplia w. 
Was kept up to a Greater Height, than ever it has been fince, while t of 
Princes of the World were Heathens and Enemies, during the 1% Af 
| ft Centuries. after Chriſt. The Divines, indeed, of the Epi/cop ing 
Communion, very gravely tell us *, That None bat theſe, who frame 

" _ topian. Societies, and build Caſtles in the Air, can hope to retrieve the li 
Strictneſs of Diſcipline, in the preſent Deplorable State of Chriſtendom, « 
' * _ aniaſt Juch a Deluge of Impiety and Wickedneſs, But ah! what a dangero 
| - Conceſſion is here made to all the Enemies of Chriſtianity ! What! 
| the. World more Wicked, more Impatient of Reformation, now, ati 
| © Chriſtianity has obtain'd in it tor ſeventeen hundred Years, than it w: 
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. „ See Vindication of the. Fundamental Charter: P. 0 3 n 3 12 5 . : 
N. B. All this paſſage is inſerted ſince the Preaching of the Sermon the Book c.te d not having deen then Pri 
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while intirely Pagan, excepting a bandfull of Jews ? GOD forbid, * 
The Bettering of the World by, Chriſtianity has been always reckon'd -1 
a powerfull Argument for proving its Heavenly Original. a But now, _ | 
it eems, the Chriſtian Diſcipline muſt be | batter'd doun, through the : 
Sides of Presbytry, by Weapons borrowed from the Camp of the Deifts, 7 
Certaialy,, My Brethren, *cis poſſiblero retrieve all that Striftneſs of Di | 
cipline the Scriptyre injoins; if, witha Dependance on GOD, We ap- 
ply our ſelves heartily and unanimouſſy to it: And, Lapprehend, the 5 
great Deſign of Synodical. Meetings is, to Adviſe, Admoaiſh and En- | 
courage the ſeveral P r esbyt YIES, within their Juriſdiction, 1 Matters : 1 
relating to Diſcipline. Sure Iam, this is more neceſſary, and therefore | 
ſhou'd have more Time employed on it, than Matters of meer Form; 
which yet, for the, Sake of good Order, ought alſo to have their oun 
\ Laſtly, 
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We are to take heed to Feed the Church of GOD by furniſhing | 


it with ſuch a Sacceſſion of Paſtors, as, on reaſonable Grounds, may be 
preſumed will be able to Feed them with Kyowledg and Under tanding, | 
and. will be Faithfull in doing ir. This Generation of Miniſters muſt 
of the Stage: For, The Prophets do they live for ever? And Poſterity |} 
will judge, what we have been, by the Sufficiency of thoſe we leave 
behind. us to ſupply our Room. Tcannor think it enough to Qualify one 
for a Miniſter, that he has got the Art of patching up a Diſcourſe, as it 
were Mechaaically, by the Help of a Concordance, and bringing Paſſages 
ok Scripture together that agree in Sound, and perhaps have very little _ 
YA finity in Senſe. No, ?Tis plain, that a very ſeuſible Underſtand- 
cc Hing of the Scripture, a Judicious Knowledg of the Nature of Moral and 
„christian Duties, as well as ofthe Expreſſions of Scripture by, which 
he ey are deſcribed, with a good Stock of Humane Literature, is not 
, only requiſite but neceſſary; beſides many other Qualifications, which | 
eroi{will cake both Time, Capacity, and Application to acquire. Youkoow . | 
it | Wihe Precept of the Apoltle 2 17m. 2. 2. The Things that, thou haſt heard 
af me among many Witneſses, the ſame commit thou "to faithfull Mn, who - | 


: 


wb all be able 30 reach others alſo, The Reaſan of this Caution was, becauſe, 


ca in choſe Times, there were ſome, Deſiring to be Teachers of the Lay, = 
ugh Vader itanding neither what they ſad, nor wherof then affirmed, And. 
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no doubt, there will b an fene et Wem therefore *tis both the 
Duty and Intereſt of Church Judicatories to keep back. 
* Since the lait Eſtabliſhment there have been ſome few, who, throw. 
ing off the Bonds of all good Order, together with their oun moſt $9. 
lema Engagments, have broke in upon their Neighbour's Paſturage, 
and created Abundance of Trouble to the Judicatories of the Church, 
and ſcandalous Diviſions among the People. I ſuppoſe, if we take a 
View of ſuch as have done ſo; it will be found, that moſt, if not all 
of 'em, were ſuch as were generally known to be Weak Men, truly | 
uafit to have been Licenſed to Preach, and yet leſs fit to have been 0, 
| aaird to the Miniſtry, Now ſuclf Perfons, as they are always moſt 
| Uyeleſs, ſo ordinarly, moſt: Dangerous in a Church. Men of Senſe and | 
| Reaſon may be managed by Senſe and Reaſon: But they, either Con. 
ſcious of their oun Weakneſs, and Jealous of Contempt from theit : 
| Brethren on that Account, as # weak Minds are Jealous, mean; 
| ſeek'to gain, among a ſhallow and Credulous People, that Reſpect, thei f 
| Auſpeted Want wherof among their Brethren they had! not Grace f 
| enough to digeſt. with Patience. Or, their Empty Minds being puffedſ f 
| up with the Wind of. Self-Conceit; and not finding themlelves early f 
had conceiv'd of their oun Merit; Stimulated, partly by Reſentment þ 
and partly by their Neceſſities ; they are tempted; by their Clamourf c 
againſt the Miniftry, to make their Court tothe People, whotalway n 
love heartily to hear an Eſtabliſn'd Government evil ſpoken of. te 
be Inſtances that have been of this Kind already, ought, upon ver 
many Conſideratiens, to make the Church the more Cautious, in Time 
Coming, both in Licenſing and Ordaining. Did theſe diſorderly Pratt 
ces only create Vexation to the Miniſters, whoſe Congregations al 
invaded, it might the more eaſily be born with: But really the Soul 
pol the People, who follow / theſe Wandering Stars, are quite Star ved aue 
| | deftroyed for Lack of Inſtruction. They feldom or never hear ofthi 
Fundamental Principles and Duties of Chriſtianity: Theſe, they know 
they cou'd be taught much better at Home, than by Stragling abroad 
But they are intertain'd with idle Chat about Public Matters; which 
Um ſute, ate node of the. People's greateſt Concernments; l 


enough provided for, in a regular Way, according to the Opinion they 
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deed hetefliey fir catering the Beg of of thoſe falfe aides, which | 
is, to make their Hearers not better Chriſtians, but greater Separatiſts. . 
_ Accordingly, the Fruit of ſuch: miſerable Preaching ( if I my call it 
Preaching ) appears in thoſe poor People. For, far from being made 
W therby more Devout, more Humble, more Mortifyed, more Juſt and 
Charitable; which yet is the great Intendment of all Goſpel Preaching, 
Wl the- inſeparable Effect of coming to Chriſt, and neceſſary Evidence of {| 
being in Him: On the contrary, they are obſerved to be remarkablx 
more Heady, High-Minded, Wild, Fierce, Inſociable and Opiniona- 
tive than any the reſt of Mankind, unleſs it be ſuch, who are known 
by the Name of High. Church, and are indeed generally noted for ibe 
ſame Qualities. Nay, the Souls of theſe poor People are not only Starved, 
but Vitiated too with falſe Principles, which are conſtantly inftifPd- into l 
them. For Inſtance; Becauſe in the late Times, Some taught it to be 
Unlawfullto- pay Ceſs, in Regard the Act impoſing it narrated the Reaſog | 
for Levying ir to be the Keeping up a Standing Army, forſuppreſſing | 
ſuch Meetings as were then call'd Conventicles; and it was thoyght by |! 
ſome to be inconſiſtent with a good Conſcience to contribute for the 
ſuppreſfing thofe they eſteemed the only Law full Minifters, and that 
Way of Worſhip they were perſuaded was the Beſt: Therefore, thoſe 
New Guides, their Memory prevailing over their Judgment, though | 
Circumſtances are quite altered, and the former Stumbling Block re- 
moved, Teach the fame to be till Unlawful}, in a direct Oppoſition * | 
to the Apoſtle, Rom. 13. 6 For this Cauſe pay you Tribute alſo. © 4 
This, with many other ſuch like Principles, together with their 
difouning-all Magiſtrates Supreme and Subordinate | now in Being in 
thele Nations, not only poy ſon the poor People's Souls, as being con- 
trary to the Doctrine which is according io Godlineſs; but likewiſe, did not 
the Civil Government pity their Deſuſion, wou'd render n Obnoxi. | 
ous to it in their Bodies and Worlaly Intereſis. ; 
Beſides; ſuch Meal Men are very liable to be made Fools to a Popiſh, 4 
at leaſt, a Popiſhly affected Party. And indeed, there is too much Ground 
to ſuſpect, that the Hand of Joab is in all this Matter; and that, ſhowd 
one Ak Who hath fown theſe. Tares of Diviſion in the Field of the 
Church! 7: The Anſwer exe too vil: The Enemy hath: Howe Pic: Thar | 
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1 ' Foriſhly af:Ned Party e 755 wiſely, hs PIR cou'd. not . 
1 much Iafluence on the People by their oun immediate Application; 
And therefore they eſlay . to divide. them with a Wedge of their oun 
Tim ber, and are too ſucceſſfull in the Attempt. This is certain, that, 
| hob they thiokit below them to Join in Communion with theſe poor 
. People; yet, they not only, both of em, drive the ſame generall Delign, 
vic. To overturn the Eſtabliſhment both in Church and State; but 
ke wiſe that Party doth Cheriſh, and on all Occaſions applaud theſe 
Separatiſts,; as the only true Presbyterians; though their Hines are 
aden as far from Presbytry, as Darkneſs is from Light. 
Ibis, you ſee, is a very lad Caſe; and ſhou'd touch us with a very 
tender Compaſſion towards thoſe Miſled People, and with Regrate, that 
we our ſelves ſhowd have been ſo far miſtakcen as to Licenſt and Or dain 
ſuch Men, who have proved ſuch a Nuiſance to the Church. I do 
Not at all intend by this to reflect upon ſuch Presbytries as did Licenſe or 
. Ordaiathem.. 1 know very well no Humane Care can fecure againſt 
all ſuch Miſtakes : © For, as the Apoſtle has obſerved, 1 Tim. 5. 24 
Some Mew's Sins are open before Hand, going before to Judgment; and font 
Men they follow after. But, though what | 18 paſt cannot be remeeded ye 
much may be dene for preventing the like in Time coming; and that 
by obſerving the Apoſtle's Direction to Timothy 1 E p. 65. 22. Lay Hand 
5 3 Man. And truly, the Argument for enforcing this is ver 
Strong, Neither be Part aker of cher Men's Sins; which plainly: intimates 
| that without due Care in I om their Miſcariages will by char W 
geg upon uus. 
The Church, Bleſted be GOD, is now tiene well provided will bit 
Miniſters in all the Corners of the Land : And there is no Neceſſity o.. 
3  Thruſting forth Labourers into the Harveſt; till they are well . 5 el 
for it. The better they are prepared, the more Ser viceable they will be 
I am well pet ſuaded, it is an ill Courſe, to run inſtantly from the Cole 
to the Stbdy of Divinity. A meer Divine, rarely makes a good one 
here area great many other intermediate Studies to be plyed ; mc 
When he comes to the Pulpit, he may be able to "yg rt out of vi. 
Te Things Old and New, - 
FB he art of a is very, y rarely un, and is not every obe who ons 
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born with! it: Vet Kis abſolutly Ns in a 7 aber without whick. 
his Knowledg, how deep ſoever, can ſignify very littletoany one but 
himſelf. As therefore, it ought to be ſtudied by every Candidate for the 
Miniſtry; fo like wiſe it ought to be conſider'd in Licenſing and Ordaining 
him toit. By the Art of Speaking, Iunderſtand the Faculty of e 
ing with Eaſe, and of Perſuading With Energy. This is the true Rhetorick. 
As for affected T rappings and Flouriſhes, as the Goſpel does not admit 
of dem, ſo they are indeed falſe Eloquence, and tolerable. only 1 in e 
at School. 

Beſides, Goventing iba an eſſential part of the Miniſterial Office, as. 
[ have before ſhewed ; I need not tell you, that, for doing it aright, that 
which People call Mother-Wi it is no lels neceſſary than Clergy, This is 
not uſually attain'd to without ſome Experience in the World, and. 
Knowledg of Men and - Buſineſs, as well as of Books; which therefore 
Tree ougbt to have ſatsfyiog Evidences of, before na to the 
Miniſtry. 

But eſpecially, Tryal ought to be taken, at leaſt Inquiry to be 5 
ofthe Natural Temper of Intrants tothe-Miniſtry ; and how far they have 
got it ſubdued, and, by the Grace of GOD, refin'd, not only from Open 
Profaneneſs, but even from Spiritual Vices, We have indeed all of us 


this, at leaſt in ſome good Meaſure, why do we pretend toit? The 
to the Grace of GOD, while, in the mean Time, he were openly and ha- 
yo conſiſtent with the Grace of GOD. But, is not reigning Pride, N 
elf. Will, Worldlineſs, Diſſimulation, and the like, inconfiſtent with 
the Grace of GOD too? Certainly. Yet, *tis very poſſible one may be 
Profaneneſs ean be charged. But whoever is ſo, is certainly unqualified - 


lor being a Miniſter. For, all the Contentions and Diviſions, that fall. 
out in the Chureh, are owing to theſe Spiritual Vices: And thereſore 


Church Judicatories ought to be on their Watch 2painſt admitting Per- 


ons of ſuch Tempers. The Miniſtsrial Charadter ier a Gs a] 
; WiC Core. a 
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perverſe Natures; though ſome more Tractable than others: Bir theg, 
us the Buſineſs of Religion to Correct this Perverſneſs. And iſ it do nor 


World would wonder at any Man's Shameleſſneſs that ſhould pretend | | 
bitually lewd and profane; becauſe every Body knows the being ſo is in-„ 


slave to theſe Spiritual Vices, upon whom nevertheleſs Nothing of Opn | 
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F 8 Sincere, n Meck, 160 a Trathatte Dipeñ ton. Far arrow, keen 
Captious, and Difingenuous Souls are a Reproach to it. 


Let me add, that a diſtin Knowledg of the Principles of ChurtheCom- 


* mu nion is moſt neceſſary for the Standing and Unity of the Church ; 
| - Which therefore the Intrants to the Miniſtry ought to be furniſb'd with 
and examin'd upon. Imuſt needs take the Freedom to ſay, that thoſe 


Principles are neither ſo well Underſtood, nor ſo much Tavughtas they 


_ ſhow'd be. -Ifthey were; we ſhould rarely, if ever, ſee Separation amoag the 
People, or, Diviſion among Miniſters. My Brother perhaps differs from 
me in ſome \mall-Point, which neither Intrenches upon the Scripture, nor 
upon any of the Formulas of the Church. What then? Muſt I there. 
fore Divide from him my ſelf, or Clamour upon the People to Separate 
from him 715 If He differ from me, do not I differ as much from him? 


And are we not equally free to do ſo? Or, muſt I be the Standard? 
Pray, who made me ſo? . Certainly, neither my oun Conceit of my elf, 


nor yet the popular Air is ſufficient to do it. If I think ſo, I am unwor- 
thy to be a Miniſter. I ſay then; that right Principles, as to Church. Com- 
muͤnion, area neceſſary Qualification in ſuch as Intend the Sacred Office. 
And Iknownot any Book, ofa Humane Compoſure, better- ſuited for 
. inſtructing one in ſuch Principles, than that Wiſe and Judicious one of 


| our . Learned and Pious Comnroyman, Mr Darham upon Scan. 
1 del. 


But now, when I ſpeak of the Principles of Charch-Cimmenion Imuſt 
needs caution all chat hear me againſt that horrid and abomi- 
N. B. -nable one, originally Pop#h ; but now withthe greateſt Fond 

f . neſs adopted, and with the greateſt Heat urged, by our Ad- 
defines of Hig h. Church vis. that, TIS OUR UNION W ITH THE 
CHURCH THAT 'UNITES US TO CHRIST. This Principle is 


the Foundation of all that my ſterious Nonſenſe they advance about 
. SCHISM. It is the Foundation of all theſe uncharitable and-damning 


Sentences they pronounce upon ſuch as differ from them. A Principle 


ſo manifeſtly falſe, that the very Revetſe of it, viz, That *T'ISOUR 
UNION WITH CHRIST THAT UNITES D T 0 THE CHURCH, 


is-ſo obvioully plaio, that 'tis even Matter of Aſtoniſhment, that ever 
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Religion, can doubt, but that a true Faith in Chriſt, and, which is the 
inſeparable Fruit thereof; a Holy Life, both makes and ſhews one to he *2 
certainly a Member of the Frae Church. And, if any Society, that calls | 
i; ſelf the Chapch, ſhall impoſe whar Chriſt has not impoſed; Pm m ſure, he 1 
ſuniting ffom ſuch a Society in ſo far, is an Approving my ſelf to, in?? 
ſead of diſuniting from Chriſt. I cannot enough recommend the Con- 5 
eration. of this Particular; becauſe it alone will be ſufficient, to diſco- 
er the Weakneſs of almoſt all the Books, that have. been writ for the 
cep Cauſe, theſe thirty or forty Years by gone. Beſides, the whole 
formation from Popery was founded upon this Principle which Thave 
lranced ; ; and without it, It cannot poſſibly be defended. And ther 
te, tis no Wonder that it is contradicted by thoſe who, under the N ame 
broteſtants, are impatiently Eager to have thoſe Nations brought in- 
ſoch Circumſtances, as muſt needs inevitably inferr the Ruin of the 
formation, and the Re · Eſtabliſhment of Popery. But 1 proceed. 435 
To all the formet Qualifications ought to be joined the Social, Virtaes, 5 
„ ra. Kindneſs, Condeſcenſion, Peaceableneſs, Compaſſion, anda Frünk⸗ _ 
ſs of Spirit, tempered with Taciturnity and Faithfulneſs to the true - 
creſt of the Society whereof they are Members. When One is ad- 
ited into the Miniſtry, he becomes not only Paſtor to a Flock; but 
(om preo byter with his Brethren, with whom he is to join in Church ” 2 
dicarories. Now, without thoſe Qualities, what Snarling muſt there 
 withia Doors? What Treachery without Doors? What Confu- © | 
n muſt a {tiff}, Haughty, Wrathful Temper create in a Society : when, 
ſtead of managing their proper Buſineſs, they bave the froward Hu- 
ur of an untratable Brother to Manage? Such Perſons then are 
be carefully kept out; One ſuch Sinner being capable 10 deſtroy much 5 
od. 
The L 77g, and Ge Mev: to 8 Miniſtry, | 1s ; certainly one 
the Weightieſt Pieces of Work incumbent on Church - Judicatories; 
| is therefore to be gone about Wit hout all Baſs or ſelf. Vie os; with - 
Reſpect had to Relation or Recommendation, where perſonal Ac- 
ppliſhments are. wanting. What was faid of Levi in another Caſe 
if 3 9. ought to be ee . by | us in this, viz. That 


he 
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be obſerved G0 D' Word; * Py 2  ahnowl-dg his Brelſiren, nor kney 
bi oun (Children. And, as we are to do it without all Byaſs, fo with 
all due Siritnes: And that, as upon many other Conſiderations; fy, 
|. particularly on this, that ſhould Patronage be Enacted ( which G00 
a vert) If Judicatories Licenſe unqualified Men to Preach, Nothing car 
hiüigder the Patrons to Preſent them to Charges. It will be in Va 
toobject their Weakneſs; for in that Caſe, our Mouths may be ſtoppec 
With a ready Anſwer, to which it will not be eaſie to reply, in tha 
did you Licenſe; them? By which Means the Church {hall be ruin 
With her oun ill Conduct. I. ſhallend this with a Paſſage of that grey 
Maag of GOD Mr. Kzox ; who, the Year before his Death, not being 
able, through Bodily Indiſpoſition, perſonally to attend the Afſerbl 0 
the Church. then met, wrote a Letter to them; wherein, after touching 
upon this very Text I have been all this while diſcourſing, He bre: | 
ot into thoſe Solemn Words. 'Unfaithful and Traitors tothe Flock (hall © 
Je be, before the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, if, with your Conſent direcihy 3e ſuf 8 
 anorthy Men to be thruih into the Miniſtry of the Church, under whatſocu: 
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AND now, to conclude both thoſe Generall Heads, which I have m 
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[ long ipſiſted on: If we would either J EACH or GOVERN aright, th 


Will be neceſſary, that we Regard the Objections of Adverſaries agairl 
vs, both as to our Doctrine, and as to our Management ; fo far, as to tal 
Care, that we either give not Juſt Ground for their Objections, or: 
lleaſt, that we may be capable to defend the Things objetied again 
An Enemy is a very uſefull Thing: For, what we ate apt to over oo 
in ourſelves through Selfiſhneſs and Partiality; or, What our Friend 
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' throvgha culpable Modeſty, will not perhaps take the Freedom tots 
| vusof, we are yet very likely to hear from our Enemies: And wes 


. — 
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fore to be eur Care, not only as we are Chriſtians, but as we are 
| niſters, and ad In a public Capacity, in the fir t Place, as to our 0 


Exil Doers, they may be aſbamed that falſij a ccuſe our Good Converſation 
Chriſt, 1 Pet. 3. 10. And then às to our Doctrine, that We ule Sa 


certainly very untraQable, if we do not profit by them. It ought the 
nagement, to Have a good Conſcience, that whereas they (peak Evil of us af 
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Speech that cannot be condemned; that he, that is of the contrary Part, maj . 
be aſhamed having no Evil Thing to ſay Has. Tit. 2. W. 

I ſhall inſtance only in two Things, which are frequently objeded 
to us by the Clergy ofthe Epiſcopal Perſuaſion, and from them pick'd up © | 
The f/f is, the Iofr-quency of the Communion among us. It does 
not indeed argue any Exceſs of Modeſty in Them to object this to V.. 
For they are ſurely very Thoughtleſs,. if they are not ſenſible, how open 
they lye to a Recrimination. I hope there are but few planted Churches 
in the Nation, where the Communion has not been much more fre- 
quently diſpenſed, ſince our Eſtabliſhment, 'than it was during theirs, - © 
tho? of a longer Continvance than ours, ſince our laſt Settlement, has yet 
been. However a Recrimination is not a ſufficient Anſwer. Tho it 
may ſilence the Men, yet it does not ſatis fie the Thing, unleſs we can purge 
our {elves of the Neglect. I hope the far greater Part can do ſo ina 
good Meaſure: But ſuch as have hitherto negleAtd, if any ſuch there 
be, ought not only to be Admoniſhed, but Charged to amend; which 
if they do not, I know no Church - Cenſure can be thought too heavy for 
them. For, as they are in the manifeſt Neglect oſ an Expreſs Com- 
mand of Chriſt, and ſtarve. the People's Souls, which, by their Office, 


they are obliged to Feed; fo, they bring an unanſwerable Scandal and 
aint Reproach upon the Church. TH „ pore bays 3 N 
ta Another Thing they object to us is, that we diſparage Reaſon in Mat- 
ers of Religion, ery doun Morality; and, by our e diſcourage + | 
ain Men from uſing their oun Endeavours for getting out of an unconverts 7 
TT ore Oe oe ĩ ĩ hy wet doth toe od 
Tis truly very hard to ſay, what Principles our thus objecting Ad-. 
verſaries, in this Nation, ate now of. For, the meer not deny ing or not 
mpugning, in Preaching or Writing, the Doctrine otthe ever Bleſſed | 


* 


Trinity, is a very Negative Confeſſion of Faith; and perhaps the bareſt | 
and ſhorteft was ever heard of before in the Chriſtian World. But as 
lor thoſe Principles, upon which we know they form their Accuſation 
gainſt us, vZ.that of Eternal Election, the Neceſſity and Efficacy of Grace, | 


5 45 


nad ſuch like; we know them to be the Dodtrines of the Scrpture, a» 
$:owed by all the Proteſtant Reformed: Churches, and either expresſly | 
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fſworn to, or at leaſt Fx. Anime * Aﬀented and Conſented to, even 
thoſe who ebjed againſt them, whether in this or in the Neighbouring 

Nation. We oupht not therefore to be aſham'd of theſe Principles, but 

| Fatheraſſert them the more vigorouſly, the more they are oppoſed. But, 

| ar the fame Time, we ought, as I hope all do, beware ofall ſuch looſe 

| and unguarded Expreſſions, in teaching the before mentioned or any 

other our Principles, as may Juſtify or Countenance the Objedions of 
, CTC Tino oo eo ns... 


A s for Reaſon, ? Tis, in no Caſe, lawfull to Difparage it. Our oun 
| Reaſoning Faculty we can never enough. complain of, becauſe of it's 
I Weakneſs and Corruption. And, in Divine Matters, our oun Argu- 
ings and Ratiocinations are never tobe truſted, except when they are 
direded and regulated by Revelation. But then, Reaſon it ſelf is a pute | 
Beam of the Divine Nature. And tho”; there are many Things to be 
believed by us, perfectly incomprehenſible by that Meaſure of it GO e 
has vouchfafed to us, or to any meer Creature; Let, tis as omply im- t 
poſſible Reaſon ſhould ever contradict Revelation, as it is, that GOD ſhould 
Ciontradict Himfelf; they being both fiem Him: And therefore, tought 
e nin iii oe. 
As for MORALITY. Tis certain there is no Action, how ſpecious 
ſo ever to out ward Appearance, can be acceptable to GOD, which does is 
not flow from Grace, is not pei for m'd in the Manner preſcribed by f 
GOD, and is not dire ed to a Chriſtian End: And even then it cannot  B 
= Tultify us before GOD. If they call this a. Crying doun Morality, we by 
muſt on the FaQ, but at the ſeme Time we muſt Juſtify it too. For, 7 
that Doctrine is not only true, buta Truth abſolutly needfull to be taught E 
in Order to convince People of the. Neceſſity of Chriſt's Merit and In · ¶ to 
terceſſion, and of the Grace of the Holy Spirit. And whoſoever believe pe 
leſs than this, I do not ſee how, in any tolerable Senſe, he can be reputedſ vi 


..»„»„»»‚—ẽĩ . Ed ene ater wn: 
Hut then, the utmoſt Care muſt be taken, that People be never tauꝑhiſ Ca 
to Imagine, that 'tis poſſible for them to be True B:lievers, while, 1s 
the mean Time, they are not Moral Men.. I ſhall never make the lea 
Scruple to pronounce. that Man worſe than a Heathen that's unjuſt 0 
uncharitable, or habitually guilty; of any, other: Inſtance ot. Imtech dne 
r OTC OR Fr RAE 2H ONT +: We ere 
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wh Profeſſion he makes, whatever Faith he may pretend to, what. | 


which have believedin GOD muſt be taught to be carefullto maintain got 
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1 he promiſes 3 in the” 26 ak a new add We will I give Jou, and 4 nil 


i ther they wou'd. be hard*ned in Sin, or driven into Deſpair ? - We lee 
the Apoſtle Peter, Ads 8. 22. exhorts even Simon Magus to Repentance 
and Prayer; and, for his Encouragement, gives him a Perhaps of Hope 
to ſix op, Repent therefore of this thy Mic kedneſs, and Pray GOD, if pr. 


may we both exhort and adviſe our unconverted Hearers, whoſe ſins 
we have Reaſon. to Believe, are not of o hainous a N: arure, : as the Sins 
of that loſt Wretch were. 
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2H the Moral Endeavours of : an unconverted Perſon, and the Special Grace of 
600; as if GOD were in Juſtice obliged to beſtow the latter upon 
all that uſe the Former, For if fo, then it were not Grace but Deb. 
and we behoved to Conclude, that all the virtuous Heathens were atlength 
converted. But then, 'tis as plain, that both in Reſpect of 6007s or 
dinam Way of dealing, and in Reſpect of the Promiſes of Grace in the 
_ Scripture, there is ſuch a Connexion betwixt them, as is both ſufficient 
to Convince an unconverted Sinner of the Neceſſity of Moral Endes f 
vous, and to encourage him in the Uſe of them. For, 5 


beter 125 Moby: eee as the far ang melt En. 
* deayours upon the Ceirainty of their Election wou' oh be; it being the 
2 0f GON, not his Lt which is given to be the Rule of Man' $ 

1s '-The 75 Contitian of enact Perſons i is alfo very much 100 

very frequently ip ſiſted on by us in Preaching. And there is the great · Wl 
elt Reaſon for doing ſo; becauſe there is too much Ground to ſuppoſe, Ii . 
that the greater Part, i in every Congregation, is to be ranked in thar | 
Class. But then the utmoſt Care muſt be taken (as I hope it is) 

hat it be never ſo repreſented, as to make People think, Thr Pray. 
ers and Endeavours, for getting out of that Condition, will be to ng 
. For, what elſe could be the Effect of doing ſo, but that, ei- 


haps the Thought 7. thine Heart may be forgiven thee, How much more 


is indeed very plain, t that there is is not a N ATUR AL Connexion twin 
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As to the firſt, vis GOD's way of Dealing. However he may ſome T 
times Act by Virtue of his Sovereignty, yet in his Ordinary Way o 


Dealing, he grants his ſpecial Grace upon the Uſe of Moral Endeayour th 
and Goſpel Means, and Uſually not otherways. In the 36 of Exel 1 


Sir th 
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will jet for this be ee of by rhe 2 77 lirael, to do it for them. and 
if an unconverted Sinner thus Enquire, He that Meets thoſeithat rememe 
ber Him in his Ways will not be wanting on his Part,: Nor will he 
give Ground to any Sinner to Complain, that when he had moved to- 


wards Converſion, till his oun Strength failed him, he was forced at 


laſt to leave it, at 'GOD's Door. No. It never fails on GOD's Part. 

As to the Second, viz the Promiſes of Grace in the Scripture. God has 
commanded us to 4 his Spirit ; and has promis'd, upon our nee 
give it, Late 11. 13. Now, this Promiſe may and ought to be ae 
only by the Converted, for a further Increaſe of Grace, in Order to tee 
Confirmation and Comfort; bur by the Uncowverted too, in og 1 
their Converſion. F307 

Tis true, none can pray acceptably for the Spirit, but by the, Spitits 
But then, 'tis as true, First, that the Spirit works ſeyers! Gracious Ads 


in the Soul, even antecedently to Converſion, aud by Way of Diſpoſſti- 
on for it; fuch as, {ome Senſe of Sin, ſome Fear of Paniſhment, andiſome: - 
For, the Spirit of GOD does not work Gonvers- . 
fion by Violent Raptures or Enthuſiaſtick Motions, but in a Way agree 
able to our Nature; the new Birth not being ulvally effected without 
previous Diſpoſitions by the Spirit of Grace, any mote than the natural 

Birch is, without previous Diſpoſitions by the Author of N ature . 1 ; 


Deſire of Deliverance. 


therefore an Unconverted Perſon feels in his Soul a Deſtte to pray to 


60D, why may he not impute this to the preparatory Operations of the | 
Spirit? For, do not all Holy Deſires come from him? 


ſhoold he fuſp ect that ſuch a Prayer will be to no Purpoſe? 24), Tis 
true likewiſe: that, tho? GOD cannot take Complacency in us, till we are 


And why then 


Ther an the 20 0b. 19 
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converted; yer, he carries an Eye of Benevolence toward us, even be- : 


fore we are converted: For, even while we are Hing incur Blood, his 
Bowels Earn toward us; and without this we ſhould never be converted. 
Theſe Things. may be lufficient to perſuade People, that their Prayers. 
and 0:her Endeavours, even in that Caſe, are fo far from being io; ant: 
they are indeed neceſſary to obtain the Grace of Converſion: / And m 
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bf Dean with People. For, T-havs finer than once, in my oun Expe: 
ftience, obſerved, that, the not conſidering of theſe Things has not only 
fipd the Mouths of Ad verfaries with Objections, but the Minds alſo of 
Serious People with Scraples, which have given them Abundance of 
, . OE 


„ Bot, Tam ſenſible, tis more than high Time I ſhould Wind up this 
/ c 3 IN STD. 
s it ſo then that there is ſo. much required of Miniſters, both with 
Relation to Fhemſelues and their Flock? Then, l'm afraid, this may 
reach very deep Convictions to all of us, whom GOD has called to the 
Sacred Office. For, when we conſider what and how much is required; 
may not gur Conſciences upbraid us, when we think how little we have 
Fefe nal. At obr belt, ue are not ſufficient for theſe Things; But, we 
j may be conſcious'to our ſelves, that we have come ſhort, not only of 
What we oaght, but even of what we might have done, Can we ſay, 
Ve have declared the whole Counſel of GOD to our People? Can we 
|  fay, that we are pure from the Blood of all Men! Dare we appeal to GOD 
or the People for the Tenderneſs of our Walk? Dare we ſay withthe 
Apoſtle x-Theſs. 2. 10. Je re Witneſſes, and GOD. alſo, how Holily, and 
Jah, and Unblamtably we behaved our ſelves among you that Believe? Alas! 
How few Converts have we brought in to Chriſt? How little have we 
| enlarged His Kingdom? How few have we reclaimed from their Vices? 
How few have we gained even to meer Sobrieiy, and yet much fewer 
to Chriſtian: Piety? And is not much of this owing to our ſelves, ei- 
ther through Unskilfulneſs in handling the Word of GOD, or Uncon- 
| cerndneſs in preſſing it, or Untenderneſs in living up to it? Is it not 
| poſſible there may be ſome, already lyea down in Sorrow, Who may be 
for ever Complaining of us, that we were not more Earneſt, more Im- 
portunate with them, to flee from the Wrath to come which has now 
| fwallowed them up? l'm ſure, we cannot but fee the Neceſſity of 
| Examining: our ſelves upon all this. When we read of Paul's Diligence, 
how He Warn'd every one, Exhorted evey one, Importuned them 
With Tears, Travelled from Houſe to Houſe, thought no Labour oo 
Great, no Lodging too hard, no Diet too Coarſe in purſuing His W Hi 
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Then we conſider this, and withall, how ſlack we our (elves have been; A 
; may fill our Hearts with Fear, and our Conſciences with Remorſe. 
But, the beſt Improvement we can make of the Doctrine is Amenl-. 
| 


* — . 


Let us therfore Henceforth in good Earneſt Reſolve to obey the Com 
and in the Text, to Take heed to our ſelves, and to all the Floch. It ies 


he Church of GOD: we are entruſted with, the Parchaſe of the Redeem. © 1 
erned about it? Ob! Let us Reſolve, that, If either Praying, or Preach. | | N | 
| 


”s Blood. that is committed to us: And ſhall we net then be con- 

g, or Living will do it, we ſhall, through Grace, fulfill the Miniſtry. 1} 
hich we have received of the LORD, And, for our Incouragment, let un 
now, that this our Diligence ſhall be, not only Graciouffy, but, Glo- 
ouſly Rewarded”:- For, when the cheif Shepherd ſhall appear, we ſhall re- 
ive 4 Crown of Glory that Fadeth not away. Of Glory! Yes, of Maſſive 
d: Subſtantial” Glory. This we are aſſured of Dan. 12. 3. Theythat © | 
Miſe (and ſarely he, that winneth Souls, 1810+) ſpall ſhine as the Brightneſs » 
fthe Firmament, and they that turn many to Righteoufneſs, as the Stars _ 
jr ever and ever. Yes, My Brethren, every. Soul, we- ſhall be In- 
rumentaſ in either Converting to, or Confirming in the Faith of le- 
b, ſhall fparkle as a Pearl in that Crown. For, what is our Joy or Cromm 
Rejoicing? Are not even 3e, {aid Paul to the Theſſatontens, in the Priſencs” _ 
four / Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his Coming: For e are our Glory and our Joy. 
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I know, tis uſual; upon Occaſions of this Nature, to Touch upon 

te. Duty of the People towards their Miniſters. - But, beſides that 
e Time will not allow this, the Auditory is not fo Univerſ:}-for the 
eople, as it is for Miniſters, And this particular Congregation, I chari- 
bly preſume, is not under any ſpecial Neceſſity of being inſti u tled in 
his Point. Let me only recomend the Practiſe of one Paſſage of Seripture;,, 
Shich will ſupply the Room of all other Directions 1 Teſs. 5. 12, 12. 
e beſeech jau, Brethren, to know them which labour” among vou, and are 
ver; jou in the Lord and admoniſh 3s; and to eſteem them very 
de for their Works Sale. And be at Peace among yourſelves... 1 
As for what I have {aid on the Mini terial Duty, Pſhill ſhut it vp, 
the Apoſtle does his Diſcourſe 8 Egle ſtan. Presbyters in tb 
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